The virtual – is it just another word for ”no-words yet” or the dawn of the digital era?

A long time ago, a new little and very virtual idea slowly made it´s way into reality, the book peoples mythology normally states it something like this: “In the beginning were the word” 

We all know this sentence and its underlying logic: “if you can’t spell it, it doesn’t exist”, a phrase that put the thump down for anything else than written text.

Since that time the book-people have conquered the world and the virtual word has become our reality. Today we all live in the world of written text.

But now and then even book-people come to the edge of their domain. The puzzled book people then put up a sign that reads in big red letters: “virtual”, which most of all means something like “danger, not mapped area, stay out and wait for the experts” (the book people, of course)

But what is the virtual? Could it be a piece of music, a dance, a ritual or an artwork such as a painting or sculpture that haven’t been categorised yet? Anything that has a potential to give meaning to our world, without necessarily being lines in a book.

If yes, then can this be understood truly outside it’s own world?

I don’t think that, we have to accept the danger signs of our writing-culture. The signs have been placed there by very competent and knowing people to show the boarder and draw a distinct line between our territory and the virtual. 

Nothing new in that, if we were able to understand and give meaning to everything with words, we wouldn’t need all those other meaning and art forms.

So what about the digital virtual, here the authors meets brand new land, so the virtual signs are in great demand as the book people try to mark the outline of this new field.

Virtual, virtual, virtual, virtual, virtual, virtual, all the way around this moving new monster.

The books are our line of knowledge and have been it for something like a couple of thousand years since the book people conquered the world from the mythical dimensions of drawings, dance, music and rituals. Could it be now, that the digital is the beginning of a new quest, a new group of virtual marking digital people, that, just as the book people, starts to put up danger signs and calling the book-area for danger area.

Now to find those signs would really puzzle the book people and that could be exactly what’s going on.

As the digital domain slowly finds it’s feet in the world it starts to construct it’s own logic, a logic that are bound in it’s structure.

This structure is a lot different from the written structure and the written rules of a very old tradition is suddenly questioned by a new framework for thought that as its first step, discard the very structure of words.

“It is not possible,” says the book people and stamp it virtual again and again. So the text reads, but the digital text would read in another way, it uses links and transformations to push the limits of the sequential in a parallel direction. And that is a direction that cannot be known to the written text, as the logic breaks away from this framework and instead uses even more spatial means of meaning-construction.

The text has to cling on to its sequential form, it can twist and turn but never break the structure of these lines. If it did, it would stop making sense, and loose it’s meaning.

So how can it be possible to talk about these virtual forms in the written framework, it can, because we accept the written logic as determining for what is reality.

The true force of the digital is that it puts up an alternative to this reality. It’s a reality that the words cannot know, just like it can’t explain the dimensions in dance or sculpture.

What the written world can is to try to dick deeper into this virtual, accepting it’s own limitations and let the digital domain influence the logic of words on the written domain. 

I believe that the digital will conquer our minds, just like the written language did, not that this will expel the written text, but it will put it in to a new perspective, where we accept it and uses it, just like we do with music, design and other meaning forms.

The digital will become the controlling framework for our thoughts and the written will become part of the virtual, as a sub reality, which exist for understanding that reality is larger and more complicated that the dominating system dictates.

What changes will this bring and what will this new framework look like? The best approach to these questions will be to look at the limitations of the written language.

It is more than difficult to explain spatial connections, positions, transformations and movement in written language as there are only a few words for spatial relationships, compared to the unlimited possible ones. But as a contrast our minds are very capable of understanding these dimensions and that with good reason.

As a species our mind have been designed and developed to make sense of changing landscapes and later also to complex social networks. We have a very advanced ability to put ourselves into a 3D context and take appropriate action from our knowledge.

The problem is that most of this knowledge is “wordless” as it works in dimensions beyond the reach of the written language.

I think our potential for understanding and reflecting upon our own existence and position in the word have been crippled under the rule of the book people and that the digital can be seen as a movement towards a liberation of the spatial.

If that hope is rewarded we are at the dawn of a new and more rewarding logic, that can encompass more of our reality into an expanding virtual knowledge, that control our ability to act in the real and mostly unknown world. 

Two of the more known examples of this reality are the new knowledge of ecology and the knowledge of complex weather systems. Here a digital knowledge shows us a reality that the words almost had erased from our minds, as it was way to complex for the written language to explain.

We have started to use this knowledge, but it still have to be translated to words in textbooks to become “common knowledge”, as this is not possible, ecology and weather systems are still lost on our global culture. 

But as the digital conquers our minds these spatial truths about reality will suddenly become determining for action in a way that our written culture have no possible chance to understand.

The same will happen in other fields, as we humans get more accustomed to understanding and thinking in a new and more spatial digital language.

The last wave of medias (radio and tv) have prepared the way, but now the next step is to accept knowledge in pure digital form, so to make sense in a digital logic would be to put an end to textbooks, dull powerpoint presentations and papers like this and instead put knowledge into a new spatial and digital structure that breaks away from the written text.

