
On technological politics...

“One strength of this point of view is that it takes
technical artifacts seriously. Rather than insist that we
immediatelyreduce everything to the interplay of social
forces, it suggests that we pay attention to the
characteristics of technical objects and the meaning of
those characteristics.”

--- Winner, “Do Artifacts Have Politics?”, p.29
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Hörby  becomes Horby on the web

Creating standards and implementing them

ASCII (American Standard Code for Information Exchange variant of ISCO646)
to Unicode (65,500 printable characters)

Encoding “Hörby” -- when it appears in the following places [standards]

H=?iso-8859-1?Q?=F6?=rby  -- email subject header [RRC1522/2047]

H=F6rby -- email text body [RFC1521/2045]

H&ouml;rby -- HTML code [HTML 4.01]

xn-hrby-5qa -- Internationalized Domain name standard [RFC3490]

-- Pargman & Palme, “Linguistic Standardization on the Internet”



The internet is composed of many things,
none of which are inevitable,
all of which have underlying orientations and consequences

email
IRC
MUDs, multiplayer game spaces
web
IM
P2P networks
blogs
...

communication, identity, control, community, public/private, etc.
all get encoded in software



Nissenbaum’s questions to pose to devices and systems:

What  values to they embody?

Is their locus of control centralized or decentralized?

Are their workings transparent or opaque?

Do they support balanced terms of information exchange?

Do they unfairly discriminate against specific sectors of
potential users?

Do they enhance or diminish the possibility of trust?


