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Abstract. In this paper we argue that political weblogs can be theoretically and pragmatically 

construed as public spheres, albeit with some technological and sociological limitations. 

Rethinking the notion of public sphere to include "emotional achievement" (Yang, 2000) as a 

key aspect, we posit that political weblogs can function as online discussion forums for 

creating, structuring and influencing political discourse. Interpretations from a virtual 

ethnographic field study of online participations in a political weblog community are 

presented as evidence for considering emotional achievement as an important aspect of a 

public sphere. However, there is a danger of political blogs functioning as partisan spheres 

instead of as true public spheres that imbue the notions of critical-rationality and equality of 

communicative action. Situating political blogs within the literature on virtual publics, we 

present ñvoter centered designò of electronic voting portals as a viable alternative to political 

blogs. Based on the findings of the virtual ethnographic study, we draw several implications 

for civic participation and democratic deliberation in the present Internet age. We conclude 

with an outline of our future work to empirically investigate the civic democratic practices 

and possibilities of social networking sites.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Operating from within the intertwined information ecologies (Nardi & O'Day, 1999) of the 

Internet; print media; network television; and cable television, political blogs are having a 

non-trivial impact on public discourse and politics (Drezner & Farrell, 2008). Notably, in the 

United States of America, the use of Internet for political news and purposes has been in 

ascendency since 2004. The following data is from the ñFifth Study of the Internetò by the 

Digital Future Project, Center for the Digital Future, USC Annenberg School 

(http://digitalcenter.org).  
In 2005, 39.8 percent of Internet users agree that going online can give people 

more political power -- up from 27.3 percent in the previous study. And, 61.7 percent of 

respondents - Internet users and non-users alike -- now agree that going online has become 

important to political campaigns. In 2005, belief that the Internet can be a tool for learning 

about the political process continues to increase, with 60.4 percent of users and 34.6 

percent of non-users agreeing that by using the Internet, people can better understand 

politics. In 2004, 41.1 percent of Internet users went online to gather information about the 

presidential campaign--39.5 percent to traditional media sites; 27.1 percent to candidates' 

mailto:vatrapu@hawaii.edu,scottpr@hawaii.edu,wijitha@hawaii.edu,jeedigun@hawaii.edu
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sites. Of users who went online to seek campaign information, 91.1 percent sought 

information about issues or candidates they supported; 77.4 percent also sought 

information about issues and candidates about which they were undecided. Of users who 

gathered campaign information online, 87.2 percent were satisfied with the information 

about the presidential election they found online. (Fifth Study of the Internet by the Digital 

Future Project, Center for the Digital Future, USC Annenberg School) 

However, in 2008, the ñSeventh Study of the Internetò finds ñmixed opinionsò on Internet and 

politics.  

 
For example, almost two-thirds of users (64 percent) agree that the Internet has 

become important for political campaigns, and more than half of users age 16 or older (55 

percent) said that using the Internet allows people to better understand politics.  

However, even as the Internetôs role in political campaigning and candidate 

communication has increased dramatically, only small numbers of users believe that the 

Internet is a catalyst for political change: less than one-quarter of users (22 percent) 

believe that the Internet is a tool to encourage public officials to care more about what 

people think, while only 28 percent agree that using the Internet gives people more of a say 

in what government does. And the percentage of users who said that the Internet gives 

people more political power has remained about 30 percent for two years.  

In a new question for the Digital Future Project, respondents were asked about 

their interest in voting online. Among respondents 16 and older, 41 percent disagreed or 

strongly disagreed with this statement, while 37 percent agreed or strongly agreed. 

(Seventh Study of the Internet by the Digital Future Project, Center for the Digital Future, 

USC Annenberg School, USA) Source: http://www.digitalcenter.org/pdf/2008-Digital-Future-

Report-Final-Release.pdf 

Further, a longitudinal study of public opinion about the importance of Internet for political 

campaigning found significant agreement that was steady since 2005. The Digital Future 

Project questioned their survey respondents-ñDo you think the Internet has become important 

for political campaigning process?ò  Figure 1 presents the longitudinal comparison results 

from 2005, 2006, and 2007. 

 

 
Figure 1: Longitudinal Comparison of the Importance of Internet for Political Campaigning  

(Source: http://www.digitalcenter.org/media/upload//q190e_m3_small.gif) 

 

The Digital Future Project interprets the above graph as follows: 

 

http://www.digitalcenter.org/pdf/2008-Digital-Future-Report-Final-Release.pdf
http://www.digitalcenter.org/pdf/2008-Digital-Future-Report-Final-Release.pdf
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Page 3 of 76 

While the 2007 figures show that very significant percentages of web users feel the 

Internet has become important for the political campaign process (64% agree or strongly 

agree), these numbers have remained steady since 2005. The 2005 figures reflected the use 

of the web in the 2004 presidential election (Moveon.org, campaign contributions on the 

web and blogger input on the Dan Rather-George Bush military service story). What is 

compelling is that after so short a history the web is thought to have already become so 

significant. It will be fascinating to look at the 2009 data that will come after the 2008 

presidential election, which already has seen a significant Internet role. 

The picture that emerges from these surveys of Internet usage for political news and purposes 

is that the phenomenon is significant, stable, and here to stay.  Our research project is to make 

sense of the political blogging aspect of this phenomenon.  We are particularly interested in 

investigating the sociological functions, technological features and civic democratic 

characteristics of political blogs and determine their political functions as well as broader 

societal impact. Towards this end, we have conducted a virtual ethnographic study of the 

political blogosphere in the United States with an analytical focus on the un-moderated user 

comments of one particular blog posting of a popular political blog.  

 

This introductory section is organized in to four parts. First, we will offer an overview of 

weblogs in general and political weblogs in particular. Second, we will analyze the original 

conception of ñpublic sphereò by Habermas by engaging Fraserôs (1992) critical review. 

Third, we will offer Yangôs conceptualization of ñemotional achievementò as a crucial 

addition to Habermasian prerequisites of a critical rationality and equality of communicative 

action for civic participation in the public sphere. Fourth, we will discuss the concept of 

online identity and the resulting online identity politics.  

Weblogs  

A ñblogò is a portmanteau of ñwebò and ñlogò. One of the reasons the word "blog" was coined 

to avoid confusion with server logs. The word ñblogò is now commonly accepted into popular 

and technical discourses. A blog is basically a journal that is available on the web. The activity 

of updating a blog
1
 is "blogging" and someone who maintains a blog is a "blogger." Blogs are 

typically updated daily using software. Blogging allows people with little or no technical 

background to update and maintain a web journal of their activities and interests. Postings on 

a blog are almost always arranged in reverse chronological order with the most recent 

additions featured most prominently. Blogs range from from individual diaries to collective 

presence of political campaigns, media programs and corporations, and from single author to 

having a large community of writers. The totality of weblogs or blog-related webs is usually 

called the blogosphere
2
. A blog can be accessed through a regular web browser or by software 

called newsreaders or feed aggregators.  

Political Weblogs  

A political blog consists of an individual or a small group of individuals posting political 

views, commentary on political news events, media narratives and includes calls for donations 

to political causes and campaigns. Political bloggers usually identify with a political ideology. 

Many political blogs allow public participation through the comments section.  Much like 

other kinds of blogs, many political blogs also include a ñblog rollò which is a listing of links 

to other blogs and bloggers. 
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Public Sphere  

Habermas (1991, p. 398) defines ópublic sphereô as ña domain of our social life in which such 

a thing as public opinion can be formedò. Habermas conceptualizes the public sphere as a 

mediating space between the state and the civil society. A public sphere is a democratic space 

where public interests, opinions, agendas and problems are formed, transformed and 

exchanged by citizensô proactive participation. The relationship between citizens engaged in 

public discourse and communication is the critical feature of a public sphere. The necessary 

condition for the construction of a public sphere is the equality and liberty of all its 

participants. In other words, critical-rationality, equality, freedom of expression and 

dissemination are the necessary conditions for the proper structuring and functioning of a 

Habermasian public sphere. Table 1 presents a schematic of Habermasô Public Sphere. 

 

Private Realm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Sphere in the 

Political Realm 

Sphere of Public 

Authority 

Civil Society State 

Table 1: Schematic of Habermasô Public Sphere 

 

However, Habermas derived the notion of public spheres from a study of English salons, 

French cafes, and German Table Corners in Western Europe and with an explicit focus on 

print media. Fraser (1992) pointed out the actual limitations in realistic practices of the public 

sphere compared to the normative features outlined by Habermas. Fraser contends that 

democracy itself has limitations in terms of institutions, mechanisms, and representations and 

conceptualizes public sphere as conditions and practices of social life world, rather than an 

essential condition in a democratic life world.  In a Habermasian public sphere, 

communicative action based on equality in communication process is a prerequisite. 

According to Fraser, this prerequisite of equality is not a given. Instead, the prerequisite of 

equality depends on the participation and representation of multiple interests and perspectives 

in public discourses in egalitarian and multicultural societies. This point comes into sharp 

relief when we consider the civic participation and democratic deliberation in the Internet age. 

Digital divide and digital literacy are significant factors in determining access to and 

engagement in online public spheres and forums. Next, we discuss emotional achievement as 

a crucial catalyst for and product of civic participation in public sphere in addition to the 

critical-rationality and equality of communicative action norms of a public sphere.  

Emotional Achievement  

Traditionally, individualsô participation in public spheres has been explained by intrinsic 

motivational factors of civic responsibility and extrinsic motivational factors of community 

interests. We think that the affective factors of interacting with others in a public sphere have 

been neglected. According to Whittier (2001), a social movement setting provides emotional 

opportunities. Applying Hochschildôs (1979) concept of management of emotional labor to 
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social movement settings, Whittier (2001) argues that emotional labor constitutes processes 

by which individuals manage their own emotions with the aim of promoting  particular 

affective responses in those involved and influenced by the social movement. Emotional 

display by the activists is a result of this interaction between emotional opportunities and 

emotional labor. Yang (2000) defines emotion as situational, interactional, and temporal self-

feelings. Yang conceptualizes emotional achievement as ñthe attainment of self-validating 

emotional experiences and expressions through active and creative pursuitò. Since Yangôs 

theoretical conceptualization of emotions includes self-feelings, the emotional achievement of 

individuals/activists reflects and contributes to the achievement of individual and collective 

identity. Yang argues that as liminal phenomena social movements provide situations which 

allow individuals to achieve emotions and the self-realizations otherwise denied in ordinary 

social settings. Yang posits that the relationships between the processes of the emotion 

achievement and the identity achievement are useful to understand mobilization in social 

movements.  We think that emotional achievement can serve as an explanatory variable for 

the activity of political blogging and user participation in blog comment sections. That brings 

us to central factor in online discourse analysis, online identity politics.  

Online Identity Politics  

Miller (1995) citing Goffmanôs (1959) work observers that ñan interpretation of Goffmanôs 

work, and that of the Symbolic Interactionist school in sociology, is that self is developed and 

maintained, as well as presented, in interactionò. Miller poses the critical question of whether 

there are different kinds and categories of electronic self identities which can be presented and 

maintained online in the so-called cyberspace, apart from the corporeal self-identities rooted 

in the physical world. In Millerôs opinion, there are no qualitative differences in the identity 

mechanisms and processes between the physical and online realms. This has direct relevance 

and implication for analyzing individualsô participation in public spheres when those public 

spheres are no longer conventional physical world ñbrick and mortarò spaces (such as 

Habermasô table corners, cafes, and salons, or the Italian public squares) but are online spaces.   

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Based on the above theoretical framework, the first author conducted a virtual ethnographic 

study of the political blog Eschaton (http://atrios.blogspot.com). Eschaton
5
 is a highly popular 

political blog maintained by ñAtriosò. The blog postings are generally oppositional to the 

policies of the current US federal administration and critical of the traditional print and 

television media reporting of the political news and events. Hine (2000) advocates the use of 

virtual ethnography as a device to render the use of the Internet as a problematic in itself. She 

argues that rather than being inherently sensible, the Internet acquires its sensibility in use. 

Hine provides ten principles of virtual ethnography. Since the research approach of virtual 

ethnography is relatively new, we will provide a brief exposition of Hineôs ten principles of 

virtual ethnography in the context of research study presented in this paper.  

The Principles of Virtual Ethnography (VE)  (Hine, 2000)  

1. Sustained interaction to "reduce the puzzlement": The first author spent substantial 

amount of time on the political weblog Eschaton and became well-acquainted with the 

practices of this community.  

2. Interactive media like the Internet should be understood both as a culture and as a 

cultural artifact: Particular attention was paid to the notion of the site of interaction; 

http://atrios.blogspot.com/
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the user comments forum in relation to the blog culture and the totality of 

ñblogosphereò.  

3. VE can be usefully thought of as a mobile than multisided: Adhering to this principle, 

we excluded the political economy of the weblogs and the audience research measures 

from our analytical focus.  

4. Object of VE can usefully be shaped by concentrating on flow and connectivity rather 

than location and boundary as the organizing principle:  Political Blogs in most cases 

add another layer of interpretation to the traditional political discourse and news. 

Political blogs are self-referential in the sense that postings can refer to earlier posts by 

the same author besides the positing of other bloggers. 

5. Boundaries must be discovered. They are not to be assumed a priori but explored 

through the course of VE. Online and Offline boundaries must be formulated and then 

VE could be stopped: In this virtual ethnographic study of Eschaton, online boundaries 

were discovered a posteriori. The online boundary was one blog entry and the related 

user comments for that particular entry.  

6. VE is interstitial, in that it fits into the other activities of both ethnographer and 

subjects. Immersion in the setting is only intermittently achieved:  The first author did 

not forgo his ñnormal lifeò to conduct this virtual ethnography. His immersion in the 

ñfield siteò was indeed intermittent. On a lighter note, the first author did not 

transform into a political junkie or an Internet junkie in the course of this ethnographic 

study or as a result of it. 

7. VE is necessarily partial. VE accounts are based on strategic relevance than faithful 

representations of objective realities:  The choice of the particular blog and the 

particular blog entry were based on this principle.  

8. VE can use the ethnographer as informant and embrace the reflexive dimension. VE 

integrates all interactions with technology:  In accordance with this principle, we offer 

a reflexive interpretive account of the Eschaton blog readersô comments.  

9. VE is ethnography in, of and through the virtual. All interactions are valid not just 

face-to-face:  This effectively addresses the lack of face-to-face interviews and 

audience research measures of the Eschaton blog community. 

10. VE is adaptive ethnography and yet not methodologically pure: We make no 

methodological claims for the sanctity or purity of this virtual ethnographic 

observation beyond closely adhering to these principles.  

Orienting Quest ions  

The following three orienting questions were used to guide, structure, shape and inform the 

virtual ethnographic study.  

 

Å To what extent are political weblogs public spheres? 

Å How does online identity politics play out in the participants' comments? 

Å How does online identity structure the discourse? Or conversely, how does discourse 

shape / produce / articulate identities? 

 

In the next three sections, we address each of the above orienting questions by analyzing the 

user comments. In particular we relate reader comments to their explicitly created online 

identities. As mentioned before, our analytical focus is on users responding to one particular 

blog posting on Eschaton.  Please refer to Appendix A for a copy of the blog posting and 

Appendix B for the complete transcript of reader comments (Retrieved: November 09, 2004, 

3:30 PM HST). 
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POLITICAL WEBLOGS AS  PUBLIC SPHERES 

To what extent are  political weblogs public spheres?  

Most political blogs include an open door feature for blog readers to post their comments
3
. 

Some political activist blogs require that users register (registration is usually free, very rarely 

a small fee is required). This requires every user to create an online identity (also known as 

/username/userid/handle/virtual identity
4
) and select a password to protect the online identity. 

On such sites, only registered users are permitted to post their comments to a particular blog 

entry and dissenting/oppositional comments can be moderated or in other words removed at 

the discretion of the blog owner(s). A userôs online identity earns reputation, respect and trust 

based on the perceived quality of his/her postings/comments and feedback ratings from other 

readers. A more interesting comment posting policy is implemented by the ñfree for allò or 

ñopen to allò political blogs like Eschaton (http://atrios.blogspot.com). Anybody can post 

comments on the blog postings at Eschaton. Comments are not moderated. Comments can be 

related to the blog entry or take off at a tangent to unrelated items. A reader needs to create an 

identity every time a comment is posted or the comment shows up as ñAnonymousò. If they 

desire to do so, frequent posters can make their online identities persist between sessions by 

using one particular online identity across comment postings.  

 

In inquiring to what extent political blogging and political blog post commenting constitutes a 

kind of public sphere participation we need to discuss the notion of modernity imbued in the 

technological infrastructure of blogs. Modernity for Habermas was characterized by 

rationality and reason (Seidman, 1989) whereas for Bourdieu, it was the differentiated and 

autonomous field called habitus (Lash, 1993). Agents act uncoercively in Bourdieuôs habitus 

(1977; 1977) and the reflexivity of agents characterizes modernity in contrast to the rationality 

of citizens and their communicative actions in Habermasô public sphere. Bourdieu  claims that 

the economic and cultural spheres are increasingly becoming to resemble each other in the 

material economy of modernity (Lash, 1993).  We argue that political blogs incorporate the 

reflexive aspect of a habitus while also displaying the public sphere characterizations of 

Habermas. Table 2 lists the public sphere characteristics of a political weblog.  

 

Sociological Functions Dissemination  

Opinion 

Activism 

Advocacy 

Technological Features User Comments 

Trackback 

Blog roll  

Unmoderated  vs. Moderated 

Open Door vs. Registration 

Public Sphere 

Characteristics 

Freedom of Expression 

Participation 

Interaction 

Rationality 

Emotionality 

Authority 

Table 2: Public Sphere Characteristics of Political Weblogs 

http://atrios.blogspot.com/
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Political blogs like Eschaton enable a variety of sociological functions. They disseminate 

private opinion. Through deliberation with other bloggers and blog readers they allow the 

formation of public opinion (or in the least a partisan opinion) about issues and topics of 

common interest to the blogging community.  Bloggers through their blog postings call for 

activism and advocate for issues.  Of course, given the nature of political blogs, these 

sociological functions are always already political functions. It is interesting to note the 

political economy of the political blogs can be carefully controlled by the bloggers. If they 

choose to, bloggers can exercise political control over the economic aspects of their blogs 

(such as advertisements and endorsements).  If public sphere provides an intermediate space 

between the state and civil society for the dissemination, discussion, and deliberation of issues 

and enables communicative action grounded in equality and rationality, then with the caveats 

of digital divide and digital literacy, political blogs indeed provide such an intermediary 

space. However, whether these are true public spheres where diversities of opinion, 

ideological affiliation, and interests are heard and tolerated remains to be empirically 

documented and shown. At their best, political blogs are virtual public spheres. At their worst, 

political blogs are partisan spheres instead of public spheres. We will have more to say on the 

danger of political blogs turning to partisan spheres later in the discussion section.  

Emotional Achievement  in Virtual Public Spheres  

Yangôs conceptualization of ñemotional achievementò can help us better understand public 

participation in these political weblogs. Conceptualizing emotional achievement as a catalyst 

for and a product of online interactions in political blogs and its application to virtual public 

spheres will better explain individualsô communicative actions and intentions. Castells (1996) 

points out that in the developed economies of the industrialized nations, traditional 

manufacturing jobs have given way to information  production concentrated on an educated 

section of the population aged between 25 and 40 and predicts that the individualization of 

labor will  lead to a  highly segmented social structure. It is in this politically divisive and 

socially segmented United States of America cyberspace that political blogs operate. WE 

agree with Kurt Reymers (1998) that: 

ñSince emotion, identity and meaning are so closely tied, a relationship clearly 

exists between emotion and self. Whereas reason is an internalization or self-

justification for an event or circumstance that is created by the subject/object 

condition of agreement or understanding, emotion is often the outlet for a dearth in 

the subject/object condition (the lack of an understanding of a situation or 

circumstance one is confronted with; the lack of a socially constructed meaning). 

The subject/object condition is ultimately an attempt at learning and understanding. 

When we lack understanding, we must engage this circumstance of the 

subject/object condition and attempt to gain an understanding of our situation. 

Sometimes this is quite impossible. (...) Our identities are created not only by our 

understandings of the world that we perceive through communication with others, 

but equally (if not more so) by our inability to understand the world around us, and 

the communications we exchange with others in order to facilitate the impression of 

taking an epistemological stance.ò (Reymers, 1998) 

Political blogs serve as a meeting point for people of similar political leanings to consume 

political events as news, articulate their reactions and reactions, and to let out their feelings 

and emotions to feel validated, satisfied and informed. Political blogs enable virtual ñwater 

coolerò conversations where activists can stay informed of the political talking points of the 

day and age. Political blogs can develop a cult following and associations in the current 
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emotively charged US political arena.  Group identities on political blogs are constructed, 

negotiated and articulated on the recognition of the opposing political group as an unjust 

ñOtherò. Within political blog communities, one finds the sociological processes of group 

identity formation, social construction and negotiation of the in-group/out-group identities, 

associated boundaries, accepted norms, rules, chores. Moreover, these sociological processes, 

to a large extent, are similar to those found in traditional face-to-face communities. 

ONLINE IDENTITY POLITICS IN WEBLOGS 

How does online identity politics play  out in the participants' comments?  

The ability to create a new identity for each posting gives the political blog readers to create 

multiple identities to not only post their views but also to let that identity subvert, oppose, 

and/or resist the perceived inequalities, injustices, and domination. For example, a reader 

reacting to the news that the attorney general John Ashcroft has tendered his resignation 

assumed the identity of ñJohn Ashcroftò and posts the following comment: 

 

 ñWhew! Now I can FINALLY get back to the business of being a hardcore alky! 

    Let my resignation SOAR...!ò 

 

The above comment can be read as an act of subversion of Ashcroftôs real identity and 

authority. It can also be read as an attempt at humor masking the deep contempt for Ashcroftôs 

power and authority. Comment threads of political blog postings serve as the performance 

sites for the identity politics of the political blog readers. Reader constructed identities create 

and add to the meanings of their comments. Other readers might read a particular readerôs 

comment(s) complying with the preferred dominant reading of popular discourse on the blog 

entry or negotiate meanings or construct oppositional meanings. Online identity plays a 

crucial role in signifying the received meaning. Readers realize that their online identity 

matters and it is based on that recognition that they create identities to supplement as well as 

complement their comments. When a reader posts a comment by identifying as ñNo More 

Mr. Nice Guy!ò  his/her self-declarative identity adds new meanings and possible readings to 

the posting. It is not always the comments that signify the readerôs intentions or reactions, 

identities can successfully do that too. Kaplan (1993) says ñsuch a challenge to dominant 

constructs is basic to the politics of the signifierò. When readers post as ñfoilhatgrrlò or 

ñchicago dykeò, the politics of the signifier in their online identities comes to the foreground. 

ñGood going A. Only sane place for the reality based commuity to turn to these days.ò 

foilhatgrrl   

ñ (é)it's not foil, it's reality: all the bush administration has done in four years is lie, 

cheat and steal from others. why would voting be any difference?(é) there were 

reasons people believed that slogan, and no amount of 'faith' in the SoS in OH is 

going to change that.ò 

chicago dyke  

On political blogs, readers articulate their understandings or lack of understandings of the 

subject/object world and perceived reality by creating reflective identities like ñnumbbyò, 

ñPass the Foilò, ñjiggy wid itò , ñSPIN BUSTERò, ñStraw Manò and ñSemiconsciousò.  

The fluidity, the flexibility, and the ability to create online identities allow the readers to 

closely bind emotion and meaning with their online comments. 

 



Page 10 of 76 

Bill Johnston (2003) states that 

 

The Internet offers many opportunities for people to take on roles and attributes other 

than those they have in real life.  These opportunities have always been there.  Any 

form of social interaction at a distance ïwhether it is by letter, telephone or mailing 

list ï is open to this kind of development.  Real life however gives us an easy way of 

establishing credentials.ò (Johnston, 2003) 

 

Some readers create, claim and maintain their credentials by assuming the identities of the 

authority figures they quote or cite. Readers sometimes create identities like ñMorpheusò and 

ñSpinozaò. Since the social interaction on the political blogs occurs at a distance in physical 

reality but in proximity in online reality, credentials and trust are sometimes built by assuming 

the immediate identity of the authority. 

POLITICAL WEBLOGS AN D PUBLIC DISCOURSE 

How does online identity structure the discourse? Or conversely, how does discourse 

shape /produce/articulate identities?  

 

Readers sometimes create identities that are grounded in their actual physical location on the 

planet by including a reference to the space they are located in or space(s) they identify with 

or  space(s) they presently occupy; for example ñCary in Tnò, ñNYMaryò, ñBrooklyn Robò, 

ñchris/txò, ñDavid in NYò, ñElaine in NYò and NMRedò. Political blogs are not usually 

primary sites for the discussions on popular culture but readers do occasionally bring in 

popular culture references. When readers create identities like ñHAL9000ò (reference to the 

infamous self-conscious computer in Stanley Kubrickôs movie 2001: A Space Odyssey
6
), 

mdhatterò (contraction of madhatter, a reference to a character in Lewis Carrollôs Alice in 

Wonderland
7
), Morpheusò (possibly a reference to the visionary rebel leader of free humans 

in the The Matrix movie trilogy
8
), they assume a popular culture common ground with other 

readers. If some readers miss the reference to the popular culture icon, then meanings are 

interactionally negotiated and arrived at. Although the identities created and presented by 

political blog readers might not be fundamentally different from the identities created and 

presented in other online mediums, the global and local contexts of the political blogs differ 

significantly to other online and real life communication situations. Online identities function 

as corrugated props to the articulation of the meanings of the readersô comments. All in all, 

participation in political blogs is a creative interactional accomplishment by the readers of the 

political blogs and they are shaping public discourse to a non-trivial extent in the USA 

(Drezner & Farrell, 2004). Some cable news organizations such as CNN feature a blog section 

in their telecasts and in many ways blogs have displaced the role of newspaper headlines with 

respect to early morning news shows.   

DISCUSSION 

The public sphere, as we have pointed out, is an extremely useful concept that enables us to 

understand the dynamics of modern society. So far this concept has been theorized largely in 

terms of the nation-state. Congruence among the nation state, national citizenry and the public 

sphere has been repeatedly pointed out. This becomes evident in the writings of theorists of 

the public sphere such as Jurgen Habermas (1991; 1991), Oskar Negt and Alexander Kluge 

(1993), and Miriam Hansen (1993). In a rapidly globalizing world, what is needed is to locate 
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the public sphere within a transnational frame. Manuel Castells (2001) talks about new 

information and communication technologies restructuring the world into a new informational 

global economy. We, in this paper, have sought to underline the importance of the 

interconnections between the internet and the public sphere, thereby enabling the public 

sphere to be understood productively within a transnational frame. This, we believe is a vital 

exegetical move in relation to current scholarship on the public sphere. Within the context of 

political blogging in the USA and based on our virtual ethnographic study, we will now 

discuss the questions posed by the DEMO-net research group in the call for submissions for 

this workshop.  

How are civil society actors u sing the Internet for political communication? What democratic 

changes, if any, is this leading to?  

From our own observations, we can say that civil society actors are increasingly and 

successfully using Internet blogs for political communication, coordination, advocacy, 

activism, and fund raising.  Many political campaigns and political parties in the USA now 

maintain blogs and political bloggers are increasingly influential on both the campaign trail 

and the voting day.  Daily Kos (www.dailykos.com), the most influential political blog 

associated with progressive politics and the Democratic Party in the USA has page visits in 

the order of 20 millions on some prominent news event days.  In the United States, one 

democratic change that information and communication technologies (ICT) usage and  

particularly blogging has led to is the emergence of a new kind of political collectivity known 

as the ñnet rootsò in contrast to ñgrass rootsò of the traditional politics (Dalton, 2007). We 

analogize that just as ñgrass rootsò participated in and contributed to physical public spheres; 

ñnet rootsò participate in and contribute to virtual public spheres such as political blogs. 

 

Civil society actors are increasingly using the Internet to document and share reality. The 

documentation and dissemination of events and commentaries on events was once the sole 

province of professional journalism, public television and cable television. The rapid diffusion 

of relatively cheap (by Western standards of living) audio video recording devices such as 

camcorders; webcams; digital voice recorders, cheap computers, and free Internet hosting 

services have empowered civil actors with the capabilities to record and share their lives as 

well as their realities. We expect this to lead to a profound shift in how politicians go about 

doing campaigning and interacting with the general public. This has the potential for an 

inverted ñpanopticonò where citizens constantly monitor the state and document the practices 

of the state and those aspiring to become a part of the state
9
. An example of this state of 

affairs is the ñmacaca commentò
10

 in the 2006 Senate race in Virginia, USA.  

Do e-participation developments affect civil society by providi ng new platforms for debate and 

engagement? How?  

Recent developments in the United States presidential primary election campaigning indicate 

that e-participation is indeed providing new platforms for debate and engagement. Social 

sharing sites such as YouTube (www.youtube.com) and social networking sites such as 

Facebook (www.facebook.com) have emerged as online platforms for debate and engagement. 

For example, political campaigns are starting to use online social sharing platforms such as 

YouTube to disseminate candidate speeches and other campaign material (Walters, 2007). 

Also, some followers of political candidates are posting ñviral videosò in support of their 

candidates or deriding the opponents. For the first time in US political campaigning history, 

the news organization CNN (www.cnn.com) hosted a debate in conjunction with YouTube. 

Candidates responded to citizen questions posted on the YouTube website as videos. The 

http://www.dailykos.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.cnn.com/
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creators of the selected videos were invited to attend the debate in person
11

.  For the 2006 US 

mid-term elections Facebook created an account and facebook entry for each of the 

Democratic and Republican candidates and encouraged candidates, their campaigns, and 

Facebook users to engage in debate and discourse(Williams & Gulati, 2007 ).  The Internet is 

currently undergoing a paradigm shift towards a participatory mode of interaction and we 

expect this to impact civic democratic practices profoundly. However, there is a need for 

rigorous empirical work to document and explicate this promising phenomenon. 

Will the Internet revitalize or erode offline associations and community life? How are online 

communities similar or different from offline ones?  

Theoretically, e-participation leads to the emergence of technological intersubjectivity 

(Vatrapu, 2007).  

 
Technological intersubjectivity (TI) refers to an interactional social relationship 

between two or more participants. This interactional social relationship emerges from a 

dynamic interplay between the functional association of the participants as communicators 

and the empathetic association of the participants as actors in a technology supported self-

other relationship. 

Information and communication technologies (ICT) have changed the social texture of our 

relations with others and object in fundamental ways that transcend technology mediation. 

Our interactions with others and objects are increasingly shaped by the logic of technology, 

hence the construct of technological intersubjectivity. In technological intersubjectivity, 

computational support can enhance the communicative possibilities and the experiential 

potentials of two or more individuals. Socio-technical environments have potentials for both 

psychological and phenomenological intersubjective experiences without the requirement that 

interacting persons be co-present in the same place and at the same time. Individuals can 

appropriate the affordances of technology to not only maintain a functional communicative 

relationship with other individuals but also to build a possible empathetic social relationship. 

However, interacting through technology isnôt fully satisfying and creates a desire for the 

social phenomenological richness of the face-to-face meetings. Figure 2 below is an 

illustration of the phenomenon of technological intersubjectivity and the desire for a richer 

social phenomenological experiential relationship in the real-world and in real-time. In our 

view, e-participation is no exception to this tendency to seek face-to-face meetings based on 

online ties. It is increasingly the case that online ties will lead to the creation of offline bonds.  

 

 

Figure 2: An Illustration of Technological Intersubjectivity  

©"Piled Higher and Deeper" by Jorge; www.phdcomics.com. Image used with permission. 

http://www.phdcomics.com/
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In the context of political blogging in the USA, based on our observations, we can say that the 

Internet is actually revitalizing offline associations and community life. The most frequented 

and popular political blog in the USA liberal blogosphere is ñDaily Kosò(www.dailykos). The 

Daily Kos blog community consists of bloggers, diarists, commentators, and lurkers. For the 

past two years, the Daily Kos blog community has organized offline conferences called 

ñYearlyKosò
12

  to meet face-to-face. Similarly, the Eschaton blog community which was the 

analytical focus of the virtual ethnographic study presented in this paper, meets offline at a 

conference called ñEschaconò
13

. Further, members of the liberal blogging community can 

meet offline at one of the ñDrinking Liberallyò ( http://drinkingliberally.org/) local chapters. 

Drinking Liberally self-describes itself, somewhat tongue-in cheek,  as ñpromoting democracy 

one pint at a timeò and self-reports ñ40 chapters in 45 statesò.  This is an interesting analogue 

to Habermasô ñstructural transformation of the public sphereò which first describes the 

emergence of the public sphere from English salons, German table corners, and French cafes. 

It is too early to add American bars to the list of physical spaces above but Internet based 

forms of participation and engagement in the USA are creating offline face-to face bonds. It 

was the print media that was the technological bedrock for the emergence of Habermasian 

public sphere. Early indications point to the Internet media as providing the technological 

capabilities for the emergence of a mixed-reality public sphere. However, this is admittedly a 

very early period in the evolution of these mixed-reality places and much systematic empirical 

studies are needed to ascertain the civic benefits of these developments.   

When, where  and why is internet activity in civil society having an impact on public policies?  

Our virtual ethnographic study doesnôt directly address this issue. However, in our 

observations, we do see political blogs operating as activists and advocates for issues of 

concern. Many political blogs seek to empower the ñnet rootsò and issue calls for campaign 

funding contributions, voter registration, and voter mobilization. On the key legislative issues, 

political blogs like Daily Kos encourage their community members to contact their 

representatives on issues of concern. However, we do not know how effective these activities 

are in impacting actual public policies.  

How do trends at different levels (local, national, European and international) compare? Is civil 

socie tyôs use of e-participation a homogeneous trend or is it a politically localized 

phenomenon?  

Speaking from the USA standpoint, political blogging is infused with a productive dialectic of 

the local and the global. The formation of new public imaginaries and virtual publics is a case 

in point (Gaonkar, 2002; Rodman, 2003; Saco, 2002; Taylor, 2002; Warner, 2002). However, 

given the digital divide and differential gaps in digital literacy, we must critically investigate 

the societal implications of the e-participation possibilities engendered by the Internet. To 

paraphrase what Seymour Papert (1987) has said in the context of educational technology, we 

should engage in ñtechnology criticismò and not be limited by ñtechno centric thinkingò  in 

studying these emergent trends. In the case of political blogs, the clear and present danger is 

that they can transform into partisan spheres that perpetuate a particular political ideology 

instead of critically engagement with it. 

What new forms of political action are emerging? What old forms are evolving?  

We would like to propose that there is an emergence of a technology supported political 

action. Old forms of advocacy, activism, lobbying, and voting are evolving to incorporate the 

new civic participation and engagement possibilities enabled by the emerging technologies. 

However, there is a danger that online communities in general and political blogs in particular 

http://www.dailykos/
http://drinkingliberally.org/
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might develop into partisan spheres instead of true public spheres based on equality and 

rationality of communicative action. Further, sustained involvement in the various political 

blog communities requires a significant amount of interactional labor and many citizens might 

be concerned with the socio-economic costs that ensue. Political blogs and other civic 

participation technologies do not offer integrated solutions to the processes of political 

information gathering, evaluating and decision-making. Towards this end, Scott Robertson 

has proposed a research program towards ñVoter-Centered Designò(Robertson, 2005a, 2005b, 

2006; Robertson et al., 2005; Robertson, Wania, Abraham, & Park, 2008; Robertson, Wania, 

& Park, 2007). In our opinion, e-voting portals can provide a valuable political decision 

making and voting service to the general public. Further, they can also provide exciting digital 

deliberation and democracy alternatives to existing new media forms like blogs. 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO PO LITICAL BLOGS AS PAR TISAN SPHERES: VOTER-

CENTERED DESIGN OF ELECTRONIC VOTING PORTALS 

While political discourse has increased exponentially on the internet, it remains partitioned 

into realms of discourse rather than integrated into a coherent public sphere. Political blogs 

are famously limited to individuals who agree with their particular point of view, and the 

blogosphere requires liaisons to bring people across political divides (Adamic & Glance, 

2005). In this way, the blogosphere reflects our contemporary polarized political culture and 

works against a shared dialogue necessary in a pluralistic society (Barber, 2004; Pocock, 

1973). 

 

In addition to partisan segregation of blogs, political discourse on the Internet remains 

separated from political action such as candidate comparison or voting. Figure 3 (adapted 

from Robertson, 2005b) shows how a voting decision is embedded in increasingly social 

spheres involving decision making, information gathering, attitude formation, and cultural 

influence. Socio-technical applications are located at different places in these discourse 

spheres, however they seldom cross over. For example, at present, an electronic voting 

machine is a tool only for presenting choices to a voter and allowing the voter to make 

selections. It cannot be used for information gathering or as an aid to decision making. 

Similarly, at present, a video sharing environment like YouTube can be used to gather 

information about candidates and issues, but not for voting. A blog can be used to support 

attitude formation and encourage cultural cohesion, but does not usually support information 

gathering.  Social networking sites such as Facebook have begun to integrate some socio-

technical applications from different spheres by mashing up comments from friends, the pages 

of politicians, and some news, however it remains difficult to use multiple applications in an 

integrated way, especially for non-expert or non-technical computer users.  For example, it is 

difficult for someone to examine a candidate comparison sheet from an online voter guide 

while at the same time discussing the candidates with others using a social networking tool. 

Similarly, it would be unlikely that a search tool would return a ñcrossover sampleò of items 

related to a political topic ï for example a blog, a video, a voter guide, some media items, a 

Myspace account,  and a candidate website ï as top items in response to a single query.  
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Figure 3. Socio-technical applications used by voters are located in increasingly social realms of discourse 

but seldom span multiple levels. 

 

From a design standpoint, we might ask whether it is possible to create an environment that 

supports broad civic participation using multiple integrated socio-technical applications 

instead of allowing only evolutionary development of the public discourse environment. 

Evolutionary development is more likely to result in a myriad of isolated technologies that 

reflect both the partisan environment and the commercial application development 

environment.  A recent study of a combined voting/browsing portal (Robertson et al, 2005) 

suggests that designing an integrated environment will not be straightforward in part because 

it is difficult for voters to maintain multiple simultaneous goals related to different decision-

making tasks. However, this type of resource allocation difficulty is exactly what a well-

designed integration environment might be useful for. Other studies by the same group 

(Robertson et al., 2008) show that various forms of portal and ballot integration have 

tremendous influence both on the information those voters receive in search results and also 

on their search and decision-making strategies. For example, when voters use a traditional 

search tool such as Google to learn about candidates, they quickly find candidate websites, 

spend about half of their time exclusively looking at candidate websites, and are guided to 

other Internet resources by the links within candidate websites (Robertson et al., 2007). 

However, changing the interface to the search tool so that it helps voters to remember all of 

the candidates and presents multiple issues for their consideration results in considerably less 

influence of the candidatesô websites (Robertson et al., 2008). Considerable research remains 

to be done on how different online tools influence voters and how the design of political 

information tools might influence votersô strategies and decisions. 

 

Blogs and social spaces that allow users to interlink with other Internet resources are a step 

towards spanning levels of decision making. Facebookôs different Wall applications allow 

users to post a video from a video sharing site, or an image from a photo sharing site, or a 

news story from a media site, along with a comment which is then broadcast to the 

ñNewsfeedò sections of all of their friends.  This can result in cycles of information sharing 

that pull from multiple sources and that are developed jointly by a group of friends. This 
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activity spans some of the outer spheres in Figure 3. An interesting design challenge would be 

to incorporate some aspects of each userôs local ballot into a social networking environment 

so that information sharing cycles can lead directly to decision making and ballot actions. 

FUTURE WORK 

We are now embarking on a theory-based empirical study of the political activities of 

Facebook users. We are currently planning to empirically investigate the theoretical notion of 

Social Capital (Putnam, 2000) and Public Spheres (Jurgen Habermas, 1991; Jürgen 

Habermas, 1991) in social networking sites (Ellison, Steinfield, & Lampe, 2007; Huckfeldt & 

Sprague, 1987; Kim, Kavanaugh, & Pérez-Quiñones, 2007; Lake & Huckfeldt, 1998; Lampe, 

Ellison, & Steinfield, 2006; Sheingold, 1973; Westling, 2007; Williams & Gulati, 2007 ). 

Social capital conceptualizes both the catalyst for and the resultant of interactions in social 

networks. The notion of public sphere relates political functions of Facebook to the historical 

discussion on participatory democracy. Our theoretical project is to develop a notion of 

political capital that can inform rigorous empirical study of political action in online 

communities. Social capital can help inform the study the activities of Facebook users at the 

local group level of while public spheres can help inform the thinking about the macroscopic 

societal consequences and implications of political participation via Facebook. Below are a 

set of preliminary research questions for (1) a large scale exploratory survey, (2) a focused 

observational study under controlled conditions, and (3) a longitudinal study of Facebook 

usage for political purposes in the context of USA.  

Research Questions:  

R1: How do people interact with political information and relate to politicians and political friends in 
Facebook? 

R2: Amongst Facebook users, what are the relationships between shared political interests and shared 
virtual and physical geographies?  

R3: To what extent does Facebook transform online social capital into political capital both online and 
offline? 

R4:  To what extent does Facebook facilitate meaningful political participation in real-world elections? 

 

LIMITATIONS: 

In this article, we have made no attempt to locate our analysis in the triangulation of the 

inquiries into the production, textual analysis and audience research. We have not conducted 

audience research to understand how blog readers consume the contents of the political blogs 

and create identities for their postings. Such analyses constitute intended future work.  
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NOTES 

1. ñThe format of weblogs varies, from simple bullet lists of hyperlinks, to article 

summaries with user-provided comments and ratings. Individual weblog entries are 

almost always date and time-stamped, with the newest post at the top of the page. 

Because links are so important to weblogs, most blogs have a way of archiving older 

entries and generating a static address for individual entries; this static link is 

referred to as a permalink. The latest headlines, with hyperlinks and summaries, are 

offered in weblogs in the RSS XML-format, to be read with a RSS feedreader.A weblog 

is often run through a content management system or CMS.ò(Wikipedia, 2004)  

2. For a detailed description and analysis of the history of blogs, refer to the following 

URL. http://www.rebeccablood.net/essays/weblog_history.html. 

3. ñPolitical blog: Often an individual will link to articles from news web sites and post 

their own comments as well. Many of these blogs comment on whatever interests the 

author. Some of them are more specialized. One subspecies is the watch blog, a blog 

which sets out to criticize what the author considers systematic errors or bias in an 

online newspaper or news site - or perhaps even by a more popular blogger. One of 

the earliest and most popular examples of this genre of blog is AndrewSullivan.com 

(http://www.andrewsullivan.com), the personal blog of Anglo-American journalist and 

writer Andrew Sullivan. The most influential liberal blog is Daily Kos, which is run by 

political consultant Markos Moulitsas Zuniga and has a weekly traffic of over 

1,000,000. Similar in traffic to the Daily Kos is the popular right-leaning/libertarian 

blog Instapundit, run by law professor Glenn Harlan Reynolds.Political blogs 

attracted attention because of their use by two insurgent political candidates in 2003: 

Howard Dean and Wesley Clark. Both gained political buzz on the internet, and 

particularly among bloggers, before they were taken seriously by the establishment 

media as candidates. Joe Trippi, Dean's campaign manager, made the internet a 

particular focus of the campaign. Both candidates stumbled in the end, but were, at 

one time or another, thought of as front runners for the Democratic Nomination.In 

2004, the Democrats took political blogging a major step forward by creating Blog 

Swarm (http://blogswarm.org)to coordinate the hypertext links of progressive blogs. 

This allowed one blog to drive traffic by harnessing the power of a full blog arrayò. 

(Wikipedia, 2004)   

4. For a glossary of Internet related terms, please refer to 

http://www.matisse.net/files/glossary.html#B 

  

5. Eschaton Usage and Traffic  Statistics  

Source: Site Meter  

URL:http://www.sitemeter.com/default.asp?action=stats&site=s13Atrios&report=0  

Retrieved: 5/9/2005 3:12:35 PM HST    

http://www.rebeccablood.net/essays/weblog_history.html
http://www.matisse.net/files/glossary.html#B
http://www.sitemeter.com/default.asp?action=stats&site=s13Atrios&report=0


Page 18 of 76 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3: Eschaton Usage and Traffic Statistics (from 2004) 

6. IMDB webpage for 2001: A Space Odyssey: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0062622/ 

7. Free online Alice in Wonderland e-text and e-book http://www.textlibrary.com/TITLE/alice-

wo/ 

8. IMDB webpage for The Matrix http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/ 

9. Also see http://www.dailykos.com/storyonly/2008/3/25/0344/59799 for a posting by ñDHinMIò 

on the political blog Daily Kos titled ñThe Year of the YouTube Campaign Video (Forensic 

Version)ò. This posting discusses how the Internet empowers the documentation and 

dissemination of reality outside the control of traditional media.   

10. http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/08/24/politics/main1931999.shtml 

11. http://edition.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/youtubedebates/ 

12. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YearlyKos 

13. http://eschacon08.blogspot.com/  

 

 

 

  VISITS  PAGE VIEWS  

Total 55,304,550 Total 63,259,057 

Average 

Per Day 

99,835 Average Per Day 117,969 

Average 

Visit 

Length 

0:07 Average Per Visit 1.2 

Last Hour 4,149 Last Hour 4,722 

Today 94,978 Today 109,403 

This 

Week   

698,847 This Week 825,781 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0062622/
http://www.textlibrary.com/TITLE/alice-wo/
http://www.textlibrary.com/TITLE/alice-wo/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/
http://www.dailykos.com/storyonly/2008/3/25/0344/59799
http://dhinmi.dailykos.com/
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/08/24/politics/main1931999.shtml
http://edition.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/youtubedebates/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YearlyKos
http://eschacon08.blogspot.com/
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APPENDIX A 

Eschaton Weblog Entry: URL:http://atrios.blogspot.com/2004/11/ohio-code.html.  

Last Accessed: November 09, 2004 

 

Tuesday, November 09, 2004 

  

The Ohio Code  

 

To me, the most legitimate questions regarding vote counting irregularities involve Ohio. Two 

issues - in many Cuyahoga County (Cleveland) areas there are more votes than registered 

voters. And, perhaps more importantly, in many areas there's a mismatch between the number 

of votes counted at the ward level, and the number of votes counted in the 

township/municipality level, of which the wards appear to be subunits. I'd like an explanation 

for this. 

 

And, more interestingly, reader c sent in an interesting tidbit. If you look at the townships for 

which the subunits don't add up, there's a surprising degree of regularity in the numbers. 

Specifically, if you calculate the difference between the municipality total and the sum of all 

of the individual ward numbers, strange patterns emerge... 

 

I did this quickly, so I may have missed something, but here are the results: 

 

Highland Heights: 1385 

Mayfield Village: 1385 

Seven Hills: 2147 

Broadview Height: 2540 

Berea: 3146 

Olmstead Falls: 3146 

North Royalton: 4009 

Maple Heights: 4744 

Brook Park: 5295 

Oakwood Village: 5460 

Euclid: 5724 

South Euclid: 5724 

Cleveland Heights: 6007 

East Cleveland: 6007 

Garfield Heights: 6170 

Lakewood: 6226 

Middleburg Heights: 7284 

Parma: 7284 

Bedford: 8553 

Bedford Heights: 8553 

Warrensville Heights: 8553 

Bay Village: 9948 

Fairview Park: 9948 

North Olmstead: 9948 

Rocky River: 9948 

Westlake: 9948 

http://atrios.blogspot.com/2004/11/ohio-code.html
http://boe.cuyahogacounty.us/BOE/results/currentresults1.htm
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Cleveland: 49324 

 

 

There's probably a perfectly good explanation for this, though someone might want to figure 

out what it is. Oh reporters... 

 

...to make clear, I wasn't being entirely facetious when I wrote that there could be a perfectly 

good explanation for this. So, if anyone has one... 

 

 

 

...well, that's interesting. Within the last few minutes they changed all the numbers and now 

the problem has disappeared... 

 

 

...there's some plausible, if unclear, suggestion that it's about absentee ballot distribution. The 

localities involved are, according to people, congruent. Reasonable chance it's nothing, though 

I still wouldn't mind a coherent explanation. 

-Atrios 5:03 PM 

 

Comments (261) | Trackbacks (4)  

 

 

Disclaimer: 

This is a personal web site. It is not a production of Media Matters for America (MMFA). 

Statements on this site do not represent the views or policies of MMFA. Preferences for 

electoral candidates posted on this site have not been expressed using any MMFA resources. 

 

http://atrios.blogspot.com/2004/11/ohio-code.html
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353
javascript:HaloScanTB('110003866197985353');
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APPENDIX B 

Comments for Eschaton Weblog Entry named ñThe Ohio Codeò dated November 09, 

2004  

URL: 

http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353 

Last Accessed: November 09, 2004 

___________________________________________________________________________

___ 

Oh snap!!! 

 

These people are unbelievable. They are stealing the votes right under our noses. 

Julius Civitatus | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:25 pm | # 

 

fristy-may 

Dred First | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:25 pm | #  

 

frist 

Thurber Hamm | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:26 pm | #  

 

MSM: Ummm, Laci Peterson? 

nechiaev | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:26 pm | #  

 

Highland Heights: 1385 

Mayfield Village: 1385 

 

Those two are also the same. 

shirty | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:26 pm | #  

 

Oy. I wonder if the CEO of Diebold's birthday is Sept 9, 1948 or Aug 5, 1953 or March 1, 

1946. I'm sure there would be perfectly good explanations for that too, though. 

dstein | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:27 pm | #  

 

oops.... now who makes those vote tallying machines? 

Cary in Tn | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:27 pm | #  

 

I can't explain it, but those duplicate numbers are dubious, to say the least. 

 

I still think it was rigged. Judging by this, I'm probably correct in my assumption. 

Vicki Stein | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:27 pm | #  

 

Echoing shirty , why didn't you bold other matches, Atrios? 

liberal | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:27 pm | #  

http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353
http://juliusblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217862
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217863
mailto:thurb%40verizon.net
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217866
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217867
http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&a
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217869
mailto:dstein27%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217871
mailto:don%27tbother
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217873
mailto:VickiStein%40aol.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217874
mailto:liberal%40nospam.invalid
http://www.truthandpolitics.org/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217876
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Missed a couple of boldings there: 

 

Highland Heights: 1385 

Mayfield Village: 1385 

Seven Hills: 2147 

Broadview Height: 2540 

Berea: 3146 

Olmstead Falls: 3146 

North Royalton: 4009 

Maple Heights: 4744 

Brook Park: 5295 

Oakwood Village: 5460 

Euclid: 5724 

South Euclid: 5724 

Cleveland Heights: 6007 

East Cleveland: 6007 

Garfield Heights: 6170 

Lakewood: 6226 

Middlebury Heights: 

Parma: 7284 

Bedford: 8553 

Bedford Heights: 8553 

Warrensville Heights: 8553 

Bay Village: 9948 

Fairview Park: 9948 

North Olmstead: 9948 

Rocky River: 9948 

Westlake: 9948 

Cleveland: 49324 

Blithedale | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:28 pm | #  

 

We need an analysis for the most important red states. $25 to Beverly! 

Sue | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:28 pm | #  

 

Atrios - please promptly bold the rest of the matches, as it makes your inquiry more pointed. 

Mimir | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:29 pm | #  

 

Paging Mr. Olberman. Paging Mr. Olberman. 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:30 pm | #  

 

Ummm, okay count me as WTF  big time now. 

Gryn | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:30 pm | #  

 

mailto:ZenobiaDTC%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217877
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217880
mailto:hodgrid%40hotmail.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217885
mailto:hecatedemetersdatter%40hotmail.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217888
mailto:iamnotgryn%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217890
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Atrios FINALLY gets off his ass, finally. 

 

He owes it all to Randi Roades. Sounds like she gave him a good swift kick in the butt today! 

Roades = Ms America! 

 

Don't forget to watch Olberman tonight, folks! 

Jiggy wid it | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:31 pm | #  

 

Am I the only one this fills with a cold, clammy sense of fear? 

NYMary | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:31 pm | #  

 

cuyahoga county is democratic so I would think any correction of errors there would run in the 

Republicans' favor. Which is not to say errors should not be corrected.  

 

These totals need to be studied as to the need for a paper trail and better machines, but could 

they ever affect the outcome? 

ttcrewes | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:31 pm | #  

 

How many of these numbers are there? Care to consider the p-value of so many of them 

coming up the same? 

 

I would bet it's miniscule. In other words, the odds of this happening randomly are 

infinitessimal. 

Rick | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:31 pm | #  

 

Is everyone entirely sure that the count is entirely mechanized, or, at some point, does some 

staffer have to cut and paste the counts into a spreadsheet to completely tabulate them? If 

that's so, someone may have forgotten to copy a different number before pasting. Just trying to 

offer a human error scenario. 

TheSquire | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

What the fuck? 

wolf-man | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

cretins...they used a hashing algorithm and it clustered! they didn't read the damn book on 

hashing. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

Life cycle of a vichycrat. 

Stirling Newberry | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

Let's also start to examine the people who own the right to count our votes in private. 

 

http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217891
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217893
mailto:sbleboff%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217894
mailto:rick_desper@yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217895
mailto:lightsquire@wotmania.com
http://thesquire.blogspot.com/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217897
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217898
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217899
http://www.bopnews.com/archives/002363.html#2363
mailto:stirling_newberry@yahoo.com
http://www.symphony-x.com/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217900
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353
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While we rightfully start to unravel some of the irregularities in the vote count we need to 

also shine a bright light into the byzantine world of the people who bought the companies 

producing the vote counting machines and just what their intentions are for America. 

 

If your head doesn't explode you're not paying attention. 

Thumb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

I don't remember where I saw it perhaps a year ago (blackboxvoting is the obvious starting 

place) but there were some odd numbers of this sort with earlier election voting machine 

numbers. One in Texas, if I'm remembering correctly. Can't do much searching myself on this 

as I'm getting ready for a trip. 

 

But then this business is a trip in itself, isn't it? 

QrazyQat | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

the same thing is going on in wyoming this year and in 2000. they report voter turn out of 

101% for 2000 and this years numbers dont look any better... 

R Gumm | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:32 pm | #  

 

Ohio was stolen. 

 

By the fascist maggot CEO of Diebold, who should, in a just country, be already swinging 

from his ankles from a lamppost somewhere. 

Gary Frazier | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:33 pm | #  

 

Although Cuyahoga County is heavily democratic, a number of the towns/villages/cities listed 

are heavily republican--country club set and all. 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:34 pm | #  

 

What's to know? The president of Diebold promised Ohio to Bush, and he's a man of his 

word. 

 

He's also a major fuckwit who should be sharing a cell with a man named "Bubba" who's got 

25 inch biceps and a hankering for manflesh. 

watertiger | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:34 pm | #  

 

NYMary, I've had that queasy, clammy fear for about a week now. 

mena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:34 pm | #  

 

Anon: any way you could give us laypeople a quickie definition of "hashing" and 

"clustering"? 

Brooklyn Rob | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:35 pm | #  

 

mailto:goldenf@citilink.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217901
mailto:anthrosciguy%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217902
mailto:unavowed%40email.com
http://unavowed.blogspot.com/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217903
mailto:gfrazier%40efn.org
http://www.efn.org/~gfrazier
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217906
mailto:mackreyes%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217908
mailto:watertiger5@yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217909
mailto:evjenth%40hotmail.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217911
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217913
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oops! randomizing algorithms do that too if you're sloppy! somebody call the computer 

science cops. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:35 pm | #  

 

Hi everybody. This is unrelated, but we're from OH, so what the hell.  

 

Is dailykos just plain GONE? I get a blank screen, but it seems to be done loading. There's 

also no source code when you look at that. 

 

Anyone got the same thing? 

eliandjohn | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:35 pm | #  

 

I don't know what's more terrifying: 

 

1. That this happened in America; 

2. That this happened in America despite the fact that we've known for three years that it 

would; 

3. That this happened in America despite the fact that we've known for three years that it 

would, and the national discourse has already sealed over the election results, making this all 

"sour grapes" or similar. 

 

This is how it starts. 

Adam | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:35 pm | #  

 

Note: not Middlebury Heights, but Middleburg Heights: 7284 

 

So, there is also a match with Parma. 

Mimir | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:35 pm | #  

 

Bay Village: 9948 

Fairview Park: 9948 

North Olmstead: 9948 

Rocky River: 9948 

Westlake: 9948 

 

------ 

 

Impossible.... 

wolf-man | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:36 pm | #  

 

Looks like some bad seed values for a pseudo-random generator. 

Gryn | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:36 pm | #  

 

watertiger 

 

http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217915
mailto:elielio%40mindspring.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217916
mailto:adam@v-2.org
http://www.v-2.org/
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217914
mailto:hodgrid%40hotmail.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217917
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217920
mailto:iamnotgryn%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217922
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not all bubbas fit that description 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:36 pm | #  

 

Mr. Olberman, please pick up on line one. Paging Mr. Olberman. Mr. Olberman, line one, 

please. 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:36 pm | #  

 

For some reason, I just don't have a whole lot of confidence in our oh-so-responsible media to 

correctly cover this story. 

 

I can hear Wolf now: "Some people say there are voting irregularities, while others say those 

people are a bunch of conspiracy theorists. Now, an in-depth feature on the radio in Scott 

Peterson's boat." 

wil | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:36 pm | #  

 

Let's nixon Bush. 

Lima | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:37 pm | #  

 

Uh, guys, this doesn't look right because this was Election Theft v 1.1. A slight improvement 

over ET version 1.0 (Florida, 2000), but Diebold expects to have a fully debugged ET v 2.0 

out in time for the November 2008 elections. There have been rumors on on-line forums that 

they may have v 1.2 ready in time for the Nov. 2006 elections, but many insiders speculate 

they will go straight to 2.0, which promises to be a much more robust and stable platform. 

Dave J. | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

Hi Again, 

 

re:kos.  

 

Nevermind. Carry on. 

eliandjohn | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

well lets just nip this in the bud for all you conspiracy nuts... we will just check the paper 

reciept print outs... they what?...oh right 

focus | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

Wolfman 

 

If I remember correctly, at least four of those five are contiguous communities. Not sure about 

North Olmstead, but I thin that is contiguous as well. 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

mailto:mackreyes%40yahoo.com
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http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217932
mailto:mackreyes@yahoo.com
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Let's nixon Bush. 

 

No. I vote for Ceaucescuing him. 

Gary Frazier | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

Welcome back, Atrios. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank god. 

pixie | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

How are you getting these numbers? I can't make heads or tails how reader C aggregated this 

data. 

 

Please explain the methodology very clearly. Then you'll have a story. 

 

-jpg 

Justin Gardner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:38 pm | #  

 

Olbermann's blog comments on last nights show, and what is coming up tonight. 

chris/tx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

I just went through some of the subdistricts on the linked to list, and the ones that Atrios listed 

as having discrepancies, now add up. Did the page get changed? 

Dan | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

The Cuyahoga Code will unravel it all. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

Adam-- 

 

I don't know what's more terrifying: 

 

How about  

 

4. That this is happening and the media doesn't seem to care about it, and the party that is 

doing it has all the power, and won't investigate? 

Dave J. | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

mailto:gfrazier%40efn.org
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http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217940
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217941
mailto:jafrmc%40yahoo.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217942
mailto:arbusto%40gmail.com
http://www.haloscan.com/comments.php?user=atrios&comment=110003866197985353#1217943


Page 31 of 76 

Has everyone here seen Votergate the movie? You've got to see it if you haven't. Just so you 

understand how easy it is to manipulate votes. I use Excel at work every day. The GEMS 

software the Deibold uses is Excel, with some colors added in here and there and a structured 

appearance. If you've ever edited the numbers on an Excel sheet, you could change unlimited 

votes from the central tabulation machine - which is really just a windows PC. 

 

Remember, everyone, when staffers from Orrin Hatch's office had hacked into the Democrats' 

computers in the Senate? Anyone remember that? Those computers were FAR MORE secure 

than the Deibold central tabulation machines. 

Onceler | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

Putting for the moment a tin-foil hat ON my tin-foil hat: they engineered an easily spotted 

voting irregularity, that if corrected, would give more votes to the repubs, as a smokescreen, 

e.g.: "see, there was cheating, and the democrats did it!" 

Brooklyn Rob | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:39 pm | #  

 

Wait. So these are the OVERAGES between the townships and their wards? Are you kidding 

me? 

 

I just have to say that if this is true, there needs to be an investigation. I was in the minority 

(on this site) in that I didn't think the election was stolen. But now...sheesh. 

sleeperaxe | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:40 pm | #  

 

You know, I would say "They wouldn't be that stupid, or that obvious" but then I remember 

that they wired him for the debates as well.  

 

Yoo-hoo, Mr. Olberman! 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:40 pm | #  

 

Would love to hear what a statistician has to say about that... (I have no idea if I spelled that 

right) 

 

Might be a good idea actually, to read about he odds of that happening only on those counties 

and in an election that happens once every four years, and see if it's ever happened before etc. 

etc. etc. 

 

Bet it gets into DNA analysis numbers pretty quickly 

la dolce vita | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:40 pm | #  

 

As a blogger who has been repeatedly insulted for not constantly posting about FRAUD, I for 

one would like to tell Jiggy wid it where he can go get Jiggy wid it for insulting Atrios like 

that. 

Chris Bowers | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:41 pm | #  
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Well, that link worked a minute ago. Let's try that again. 

 

Ahmanson's story 

Who's behind these private companies? It's hard to tell: The corporate lines - even the 

bloodlines - of these "competitors" are so intricately mixed. For example, at Diebold - whose 

corporate chief, Wally O'Dell, a top Bush fundraiser, has publicly committed himself to 

"delivering" his home state's votes to Bush next year - the election division is run by Bob 

Urosevich. Bob's brother, Todd, is a top executive at "rival" ES&S. The brothers were 

originally staked in the vote-count business by Howard Ahmanson, a member of the Council 

for National Policy, a right-wing "steering group" stacked with Bushist faithful. 

Ahmanson is also one of the bagmen behind the extremist "Christian Reconstructionist" 

movement, which openly advocates a theocratic takeover of American democracy, placing the 

entire society under the "dominion" of "Christ the King." This "dominion" includes the death 

penalty for homosexuals, exclusion of citizenship for non-Christians, stoning of sinners and - 

we kid you not - slavery, "one of the most beneficent of Biblical laws." Ahmanson also has 

major holdings in ES&S, whose former CEO is Republican Senator Chuck Hagel of 

Nebraska. When Hagel ran for office, his own company counted the votes; needless to 

say, his initial victory was reported as "an amazing upset." Hagel still has a million-dollar 

stake in the parent company of ES&S. In Florida, Jeb Bush's first choice for a running 

mate in his 1998 gubernatorial race was ES&S lobbyist Sandra Mortham, who made a 

mint installing the machines that counted Jeb's votes. 

 

 

Hello, mainstream media? Anyone home? Hello? 

Thumb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:41 pm | #  

 

"Welcome back, Atrios." 

 

He ain't there yet: "I'm sure there's a perfectly good explanation for this" But I think Randi 

Roades gave him an spine transplant toady. 

jiggy wid it | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:41 pm | #  

 

Let's e-mail this to Olbermann... 

 

countdown@msnbc.com 

 

And NYMary, it makes me sick to my stomach. 

Vicki Stein | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:42 pm | #  

 

As a blogger who has been repeatedly insulted for not constantly posting about FRAUD, I for 

one would like to tell Jiggy wid it where he can go get Jiggy wid it for insulting Atrios like 

that. 

Chris Bowers | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:42 pm | #  

 

Seems like a call to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections should be in order. These people 

are Dems, so they should be able to tell if these numbers are fishy. 
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One possible explanantion, each of the areas with equivalent numbers are contingent with 

each other (e.g. Berea and Olmsted Falls). Perhaps the equivalent numbers are the total for the 

contingent areas.  

 

But wtf do I know? Tis strange, to say the least. 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:42 pm | #  

 

NYMary - I've gone through the cold clammy stage and beyond - days ago. I"m in the 

convinced stage and have been for days. 

 

I hit cold and clammy when suddenly everything started going against expectation. That was 

Tuesday night a week ago. 

 

Oh yeah, I never did think this was anything but another fraud. But people seemed to be 

willing to accept it and I was waiting to see what happened next. 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:43 pm | #  

 

Thank you for this post, atrios. i confess i was disturbed by your other post, as the tone 

seemed too 'reality based' in the New American Constructed Unreality in which we find 

ourselves. 

 

everyone was so shocked by the quote that was all over the net for the weeks before the 

election. they 'create reality' while we 'study' realities past. the whole game in a nutshell, imho. 

 

very simply, it hardly matters if fraud occured or not. the republicans have created a 'reality' in 

the minds of far too many: tallying votes with the highest accuracy is a "conspiracy theorist's" 

demand, "reasonable" people will accept that because the TV tells us so, bush won by a 

margin of 3M votes.  

 

it really surprises me that after all the discussion here about the SCLM, rigged polls, and faith 

vs reality, people would be so quick to accept the vote totals. it also surprises me that people 

would find it hard to believe that the same folks who orchestrated a war on false pretenses 

would have a problem with a few tried and true dirty election tricks. with the money they 

have, i'd be surprised if they didn't- they could afford it and it usually works well, and very 

well in this pro-bush climate. 

 

it's not foil, it's reality: all the bush administration has done in four years is lie, cheat and steal 

from others. why would voting be any difference? 

 

seriously folks: turn off your TVs and go back and look at the comments from the week 

before the election. either most of you were clueless fools despite countless hours of GOTV 

efforts and addiction-level political news reading, or something is very smelly here. whatever 

happened to the confident sig lines, "kerry in a landslide?"  

 

there were reasons people believed that slogan, and no amount of 'faith' in the SoS in OH is 

going to change that. 

chicago dyke | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:43 pm | #  
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No shit. Go tell the county clerks or the DA's. File a complaint. Quit the whining and choir 

preaching. 

 

The Republicans actually tell you what they are going to do, if you listen to them. So don't be 

surprised when they do it. They were talking about Ohio for weeks prioir, just like they talked 

about Florida, in 2000. 

Jim Karenga | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:43 pm | #  

 

"As a blogger who has been repeatedly insulted for not constantly posting about FRAUD" 

 

You can go back to blogging about Laci Peterson next month, son. We got a country to save. 

jiggy wid it | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:44 pm | #  

 

Smarty jones 

 

that is a good point, as many seemed to be communities that are lumped together 

geographically 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:44 pm | #  

 

As a blogger who has been repeatedly insulted for not constantly posting about FRAUD, I for 

one would like to tell Jiggy wid it where he can go get Jiggy wid it for insulting Atrios like 

that. 

Chris Bowers | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:45 pm | #  

 

Last time, the jokers running the computers had five Diebold elections go for the Repubs and 

all five were 18181 which stands for 1=A and 8=H for Adolf Hitler. 

 

Now they spread out the "coincidenced" with a thick knife so they can snicker to themselves 

about how clever they are. 

 

Fingerprinting the fraud to watch us rage about it. 

 

Will the Democrats call this election a fake? The last one was and the one before was.... 

Elaine Supkis | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:45 pm | #  

 

actually, all those that have identical numbers are from similar locations geographically 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:45 pm | #  

 

AHAHA  

HAL 9000 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:45 pm | #  

 

sure....hashing is an computer algorithm that is supposed to create an unique index for storing 

data. basically it does a division on a large number that will produce a remainder and you 
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assume the remainder is going to be a unique number. but you have to do a calculation to 

make sure the divisor and dividend will produce enough unique numbers for the number of 

the data items you are trying to store. so if you have 10,000 things to store you have to find a 

number that will produce 12,000 remainders--you must allow a margin of 25%, otherwise you 

will get duplicate "unique" indexes. that's just the way the math works. 

 

Same for generating random numbers...they cluster too unless you are very sophisticated. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:45 pm | #  

 

One can only hope the dem lawyers are acting on this but doing it quietly go avoid a right 

wing riot ala Florida 2000. 

esther | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:46 pm | #  

 

You can also e-mail Keith at 

 

kolbermann@msnbc.com. 

Vicki Stein | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:47 pm | #  

 

FLA was likely stolen too if this web page is accurate: 

 

="http://www.rubberbug.com/temp/Florida2004chart.htm 

 

And what about New Hampshire? They are doing a recount there, are they not? 

Liz Dexic | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:47 pm | #  

 

Rove's crew is so good they not only knew what state needed to be targeted, but what county, 

and which precincts. There was no need to do this nationwide, just in a few tiny places. 

park | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:47 pm | #  

 

well, that's interesting. Within the last few minutes they changed all the numbers and now the 

problem has disappeared 

 

 

Now you see it, now you don't. Prest-o change-o. Now, watch me pull a rabbit out of my hat. 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:47 pm | #  

 

Kos just loaded perfectly for me. whatever the problem was, it was either temporary or is on 

your end, commenter. 

 

Kos is fine. At least for me. 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:47 pm | #  

 

A week ago, I had completely given over to idealistic euphoria. It took a few days to process 

Tuesday before the cold, clammy fear set it. But then I seem to be having my third bout of 
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strep in three months, so maybe it's just the fever. Or maybe not. 

 

An actual email excange with a friend of mine, with nothing omitted:  

"You feel any better about the election?" 

"Nope. You?" 

"Nope." 

There wasn't much else to say, really. 

NYMary | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:48 pm | #  

 

well, that's interesting. Within the last few minutes they changed all the numbers and now the 

problem has disappeared 

 

Nothing to see here, folks, move along. Move along. Look, over there, Scott Peterson's boat!! 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:48 pm | #  

 

Hey, pay attention to what Dan said, above! It's been fixed within the last 15 minutes. I 

checked the 6007 ones, and first Cleveland Heights was off by that and then 5 minutes later it 

added up. (Also East Cleveland had only wards 2-4 and didn't add up to the 6007 discrepancy, 

but a smaller one, and now it adds perfectly, but no Ward 1.) What the heck is going on? 

David in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:48 pm | #  

 

oops...here it is 

 

http://www.rubberbug.com/temp/Florida2004chart.htm 

Liz Dexic | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:48 pm | #  

 

the numbers have changed? pretty freaking crazy! 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:49 pm | #  

 

While the odds of these numbers showing up as they do is astronomically small, I think this 

thread would be more informative (and less attractive to the tinfoil hat crowd) if it were 

illustrated with an example or two of specifically how the numbers do not add up. You have 

some free time, Atrios? 

Anonymous (sort of) | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:49 pm | #  

 

When you see them changing the data, it's always freaky. 

shirty | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:49 pm | #  

 

Even a layperson can see that the p-value is so infinitismal that this is a PRIMA FACIE case 

of something very fishy.  

 

Ask next: Cui Bono? Rethuglicans and Diebold's evil CEO who promised to "deliver" Ohio. 

 

Calling FBI...oh, wait, nevermind. 
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Calling SCLM....oh, wait, nevermind (geez) 

 

Good going A. Only sane place for the reality based commuity to turn to these days. 

foilhatgrrl | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:49 pm | #  

 

that feels good, right there... feel that knot? rub it out. 

the data | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:49 pm | #  

 

And who's fooling around with these numbers after 5 o'clock? Not very government-employee 

like, is it? 

David in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:50 pm | #  

 

The extra votes, if legit, must be out-of-ward votes. Absentee, perhaps? 

 

OTOH, I checked one muni: Bay Village 

 

Registered in Wards added up to about 13000, precisely the same as the total registered at 

muni level 

 

total votes cast in wards added to 8000, a pretty fair turnout. Total vote at muni level..... 

.............18663!!! What the fuck? 

 

That's almost 150% turnout. Now that is damn good even by Australian standards. 

Boronx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:50 pm | #  

 

"I for one would like to tell Jiggy wid it where he can go get Jiggy wid it for insulting Atrios 

like that." 

 

Atrios was asleep at the wheel for an entire week, and when the great and sundry "The History 

of Internet Blogging Vol 1" is written, he will be recorded as such. 

 

Face it: He listened to Randi "Ms America" Roades today and she kicked his ass into action. 

 

But...better late then never, huh? 

SPIN BUSTER | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:50 pm | #  

 

park 

 

and what better places to do it than in large Demo counties, where suspicions might be less 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:51 pm | #  

 

I've heard the explanation is that the absentee ballots that were not yet counted were dumped 

into the totals in duplicate amounts. When they are actually counted, they won't be counted 

twice -- they'll be put where they belong. So the duplication was a temporary effect of 
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uncounted votes, and they likely removed it because it was getting so much attention. 

pj | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:51 pm | #  

 

It happens when they change something in the matrix. 

Morpheus | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:51 pm | #  

 

Hope Atrios's friend c took a screen shot or printout or whatever of it. This is just too weird. 

David in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:51 pm | #  

 

God...It's the fuzzy math. Duh! 

Monica A | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:51 pm | #  

 

Someone just whispered into Rove's ear -- "they've noticed the numbers." 

 

 

. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:52 pm | #  

 

If you assume that the error between vote totals and subtotals should follow a normal 

distribution, and based off JUST the data Atrios has, your p-value is basically zero (i.e. there's 

no way it should have happened). You need to run it on the whole data set, though. A 

subsample could be very biased indeed. I'll take a closer look when I'm off the clock. 

 

I'm sure a Bayesian will give you a completely different answer. 

 

(Anderson-Darling test, A-squared 4.005, P-value 0.0001, N=25... it's that outlier at 49000 

that's really dragging it off normal, without it your p is about 0.1) 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:52 pm | #  

 

Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it. 

 

But by all means, throw all of the Cuyahoga results out the window - that will increase Bush's 

victory margin in Ohio by an additional 217,638 votes. 

Mooner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:52 pm | #  

 

Did anyone save the original numbers? 

cmdicely | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:52 pm | #  

 

Wheredja hear that pj?? Interesting, but what's your source? 

David in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  
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No, I didn't listen to randi rhodes today. 

Atrios | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  

 

From Americans for America on ivillage.com: 

 

Cuyahoga County Precincts - Revised! 

 

Ok - finally had a chance to figure this out. I apologize for any anxiety that went along with 

these numbers. It seems that data is useless without knowing how counties arrived at the 

numbers and this was a particularly tricky process.  

 

There are redundant numbers when looking at what seem to be "extra" votes in various 

precincts. These redundant numbers represent the absentee ballots. Absentee ballots are added 

into several districts for unoffical counts, but do not go toward the county total more than 

once. It is quite tricky and confusing, but it makes sense now after talking with the county 

(they were quite nice). 

 

I will play a little more with these numbers, just to fix this picture... but sometimes, things 

aren't what they seem. My sincere apologies - thank you to those who question the data - you 

are the ones who keep us credible. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/5nv8n 

Swift Loris | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  

 

I am an obtuse fool. 

Mooner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  

 

Mooner: maybe Cuyahoga should have gone 75% Kerry. After all, the statewide total is the 

one that's important. 

Brooklyn Rob | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  

 

Whatever the explanation might be, NOT among them is coincidence. There's got to be well 

less than chance in, say, a trillion that these numbers could turn up like this at random. 

 

I understand that some absentee/provisional votes were assigned fairly arbitrarily to various 

precincts. Maybe for some crazy reason they wanted to assign them so that like sized precinct 

would come up to the same number. Why they might do that beats the hell out of me (why not 

instead just assign absentee votes in direct proportion to numbers of voters in a precinct, 

which would generate more plausible numbers?) 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:53 pm | #  

 

Atrios was asleep at the wheel for an entire week... 

 

It's called "keeping your powder dry," hotshot... now go back to the X-Box and let the grown-
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ups handle it. 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:54 pm | #  

 

smarty could be right...those areas with the same numbers are contiguous. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:54 pm | #  

 

park- 

that's what i've been saying for a while now. voterigging and election fruad are not really such 

hard sciences at all, and one doesn't need to complicity of the whole justice dept. to hire a few 

ratfuckers and place them in key spots when and where it counts. 

 

go back to your watergate history, folks. sure- they had some bumblers, and the 'true' story 

may never be known. but one lesson is clear: the law? fuck it! slush money to criminals? 

totally ok! and let's not forget who in the shrub admin was around for those shennanigans. 

 

i'm pretty sure that with a year's worth of research, a couple million dollars, and some data 

from past elections, both legit and black (historical data from previous suppression efforts) *i* 

could successfully rig any election. the machines are only a part of that, which is why i wish 

we could talk about this as strategy, and not a series of isolated computer events. 

 

it's so much more. it worked, and too many are falling for it. 

chicago dyke | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:54 pm | #  

 

park - that is exactly my take on it and has been - it wasn't a huge thing, like last time - this 

time it was small but pervasive. this time just enough was fucked with to reach the result. But 

I think it was done in more places than just Ohio. 

 

I know that as well as I know anything, but I have no proof. 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:54 pm | #  

 

BTW, someone should post this over at slashdot... I wouldn't know how to begin, personally 

(I'm looking at that hashmarking guy)... 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  

 

Ashcroft resigned! Just on news. 

Straw Man | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  

 

"Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it." 

 

If they wanted to cheat what better place than somewhere people would not likely look? 

Remember the goal is to increase STATE totals, not neccessarily individual counties... 

cls | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  
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I thought I would mention one thing, although a little unrelated to the vote fraud that is 

obviously going on.  

 

I cancelled my extended cable service yesterday (the one that includes all the bobble-head 

blabber-mouths on CNN, FOX et al). I informed the customer service agent of the reason: 

they do not offer ala carte service, meaning I am forced to subsidize FOX and FREAKS every 

day). The person told me they would definitly pass along this reason to their management. I 

know it's a little thing, but every little bit helps, especially when you punch these assholes in 

their wallet. 

Doug | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  

 

Ashcroft and Evans resign Bush cabinet 

USAF vet. | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  

 

Oh good, a thread about vote fraud. Am I the only one who thinks it's kind of funny that Tom 

Coburn won the Oklahoma Senate race by ten percentage points even though the pre-election 

polls showed Brad Carsons even or ahead? Or that going into Election Day John Kerry was 

running neck-and-neck with Bush in the polls in North Carolina and Virginia (Zogby even 

thought Kerry might pull off an upset in Virginia), but ended up losing both states by double-

digit margins? Or going back a few years, that Ron Kirk ended up getting blown out in a 

Senate race in Texas that everyone expected to be close? 

 

If you really want to know where the elections are being stolen, look at the Deep South. It's 

common knowledge that they used to steal elections for Democrats back in the days before the 

Civil Rights movement (read Robert Caro's book on Lyndon Johnson if you don't believe me). 

The only thing that's changed these days is which party gets the benefit of the fraud. 

Ridnik Chrome | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:55 pm | #  

 

I am from cuyahoga county originally. 

 

all the places with equal totals are right next to each other. 

 

some are more gop oriented--bay village, mayfield heights, some far more democrat, south 

euclid, east cleveland. 

 

somebody needs to get an explanation though,  

 

anyone got numbers for brecksville and broadview heights? if it is an issue of the suburbs 

having the smae totals, those two should be equal as well. 

steveeboy | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  

 

Yeah, Jiggy, your heart is in the right place, but you're hard to hear with your head stuffed so 

far..... ahem 

 

anyhow, your trite is light, and you're bitter is far from butter. 

mdhatter | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  
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Cuyahoga county probably had voter fraud which favoed Kerry. 

 

Anyways, they had 53% for both the marriage amendment and Voinovich, but 33% for Bush? 

 

Bush could have won Cuyahoga county 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  

 

Two things: 

 

Did anyone save the originals, and has anyone yet had an opportunity to plot these anomalies 

onto a map? 

Seraphiel | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  

 

Oops, where I wrote "precinct" above, I should have written "township". 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  

 

I've heard the explanation is that the absentee ballots that were not yet counted were dumped 

into the totals in duplicate amounts. When they are actually counted, they won't be counted 

twice -- they'll be put where they belong. So the duplication was a temporary effect of 

uncounted votes, and they likely removed it because it was getting so much attention. 

 

Wow, that is the biggest load of pure unadulterated bullshit I think I've ever heard... I'm sure 

they'll use it, though. 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:56 pm | #  

 

"It's called "keeping your powder dry," hotshot... now go back to the X-Box and let the grown-

ups handle it." 

 

Spin, spin, spin. 

 

Heroes = Randi Roades, Keith Olberman, Bev Harris, a lot of people at Dem Underground 

 

Late-comers/weathervanes = atrios, dave 

Jiggy wid it | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:57 pm | #  

 

Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it. 

 

But by all means, throw all of the Cuyahoga results out the window - that will increase Bush's 

victory margin in Ohio by an additional 217,638 votes. 

Mooner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  
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Well, I can't for the life of me understand why they'd include absentees multiple times. I can 

see why they might just dump them all into one ward -- but into several wards?  

 

On the other hand, it looked like some kind of double counting, and that would explain it. But 

is there anyway to check it against the presidential vote? 

David in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

OT- If I heard correctly- Ashcroft and the Sec. of Commerce have resigned. 

cici | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

dstein - you may be onto something. I couldn't find O'Dell's DOB online but he is apparently 

58, which makes his year of birth 1946. Maybe August 5, 1953 was when he was born again. 

 

http://www.investor.reuters.com/Officers.aspx?ticker=DBD.N&target=executiveofficers%2fli

st 

No More Mr. Nice Guy! | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

I read all the comments from last night as to whether we should be making noise about how 

there might have been fraud in the election. I have yet to see a firm case for it, but I think there 

are enough questions to instigate an investigation. When I tried to post this from work (the 

one from work was much lengthier giving the reasoning behind), I was unable to. So I have 

either been banned or my boss is blocking me. Either way, I was bummed out all day. 

Elaine in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

Those suburbs with matching vote totals are all next to each other. Perhaps the totals are for 

both towns together. Middleburg Hts is in the Berea school district but its totals don't match 

Berea's. They do for Olmsted Falls though which is a separate school district but may use 

Berea court system. Not sure. 

Bluto W Bush | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

Hell, someone email this to John Edwards. 

beck | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:59 pm | #  

 

You can go back to blogging about Laci Peterson next month, son. We got a country to save. 

jiggy wid it 

 

But...better late then never, huh? 

SPIN BUSTER 

 

"jiggywidit.blogspot.com" is still available, you know. When you get it up and running, we'll 

be sure to stop by and bitch and moan about how your posts suck. 

 

"spinbuster.blogspot.com," on the other hand, exists but seems to have been left dormant for 

roughly two years. Is that you Mark? If so, you got some 'splaining to do... 

Mustard is Evil | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:59 pm | #  
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Any moment expect from Homeland Security an order shutting down the internet. 

 

Atrios should be hearing the sound of choppers soon. Stay clear of the windows. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

I would add John Conyers and Robert Wexler to the list of heroes along with the others who 

signed on to their letter. 

 

it makes it a helluva lot easier for the SCLM to report on it when these representatives put 

their credibility behind it. That takes guts. 

walter | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

steveeboy 

 

and places like Cuyahoga Heights, Brookly Heights, Valley View and Independence might 

also track together, if I remember correctly. 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

Is it just me, or should someone get down to the local lottery retailer and play some fucking 

numbers? 

Barndog | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

And oh yeah - I sent $50 to BBV.org last Friday. 

Elaine in NY | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

You know, this thread has me confused. I don't know whether to reach for my nifty tinfoil hat, 

my handy probability text, or the phone to call the law and report theft of the office of the 

president. If nothing else, this is one more bit of evidence that we need to develop and rabidly 

support a national, coherent, transparent vote counting process. This whole "leave it to the 

locals" thing has long outlived any usefulness. Federalism is not just devolution. 

anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

Now, wait. 

The site states (up at the top) 

"Last Update: Wednesday, November 03, 2004 ----- 2:12:48 AM" 

 

And yet Our Duncan was on at 5.03pm 9 September 2004 whilst the numbers were changing? 

 

I'm merely the old fashion kind of historian, I never had a statistics class - but I've managed, 

mirrored and generally shoved around a pretty damn big web site over the years and am very 

familiar with the effect of things being changed under the surface whilst someone on the other 

side is watching. 
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It leaves a trace. 

GWPDA | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

Ashcroft--gone! 

Ned Beaumont | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:00 pm | #  

 

"Yeah, Jiggy, your heart is in the right place, but you're hard to hear with your head stuffed so 

far..... ahem" 

 

I can't believe this. Atrios took his fucking MARBLES AND WENT HOME! He was M-I-A! 

Quit defending him for it. This isn't some kind of fucked up CULT here. You can CALL your 

"leader" on his bullshit...and shutting down your website IS bullshit. 

Jiggy wid it | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:01 pm | #  

 

Asscroft resigns.... 

deja pseu | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:01 pm | #  

 

From Olbermann's blog: 

--------- 

 

Interestingly, none of the complaining emailers took issue with the remarkable results out of 

Cuyahoga County, Ohio. In 29 precincts there, the Countyôs website shows, we had the most 

unexpected results in years: more votes than voters. 

 

Iôll repeat that: more votes than voters. 93,000 more votes than voters. 

 

----------- 

 

Hmmmm....... 

wolf-man | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:01 pm | #  

 

Where's Lime Ricky? Meanwhile, haiku: 

 

Paperless machines. 

Virtual votes scattered by 

Electronic winds. 

JeffCO | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:01 pm | #  

 

Does the county total equal the sum of the ward totals, or the muni totals? I have no spread 

sheet, and I must tabulate. 

Boronx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

atrios, re-reading your update... that was an understated classic! 
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"...well, that interesting..." 

 

perhaps you can put a call in tomorrow the BOE with a BIG WTF? 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

Don't you all get it? There are no sides like left and right there are only the losers, us - the 

American People and them - the people with the power. 

That is why the national dems are not up in arms about this fraud of an election because they 

are part of the people with the power. All the red state people think they have won but they are 

just another bunch of flunkies just like everyone else. They are just as screwed as we are but 

they are to blind to know the truth. So that is why the powers with the money keep us fighting 

each other so we don't take a look at them. It's such a simple game. We are all chumps. 

Dogfo nam | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

Ashcroft and Evans resign Bush cabinet 

 

And what's the big red "breaking news" headline at CNN.com? 

 

A juror in the Scott Peterson double murder trial has been dismissed and replaced with an 

alternate. 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

Cuyahoga county vote fraud would favor Kerry. 

 

And God Bless John Ashcroft! 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

please! let's look at the big picture... this doesn't have to be a partisan issue. 

 

and it is NOT enough to address just one of the many issues/problems with this election. see 

shaula evan's excellent list at BOPnews ( http://tinyurl.com/3w6d4 ). we need a MASSIVE 

and TRANSPARENT investigation to insure that future elections reflect the will of the voters 

- in actual fact AND in citizen perception. 

 

but this takes money and effort. 

 

some suggestions: we could help raise the money that bev harris needs for her FOIA request 

(the biggest one in history). also check out sheldon drobny's (a CPA, venture capitalist and co-

founder of air america radio) oped - Votergate 2004; We Don't Need Paper to Prove Fraud, 

But We Do Need Money and Leadership, NOW - at http://tinyurl.com/65nj5 for ideas to help 

move an investigation along. 

selise | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:03 pm | #  
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Hallelujah! The NYTimes is reporting that Ashcroft has resigned!!! Oh, fuck, please let it be 

anyone but Giuliani. 

jTuba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:03 pm | #  

 

Atrios took his fucking MAR--  

 

ZZZZZZZZZZzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz... 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:03 pm | #  

 

Interestingly, hashing algorithms are the way out of this mess: A computerized voting 

machine could give you a receipt containing what amounts to an encrypted version of your 

ballot, produced as a hash of your ballot against a password only you know. 

 

Imagine being able to go to the polling place, vote, get a receipt with a little holographic seal 

of authenticity, go home, look up a web site on your computer, and validate your vote by 

entering a hashed number and a password. 

Enoch Root | Email  | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:04 pm | #  

 

Err, it hasn't disappeared for at least one township, Bay Village. 

Boronx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:04 pm | #  

 

Trying to get the word out about the issue of vote fraud. 

 

http://www.blackboxvoting.org 

 

Our News Site: 

http://www.nickdickey.com/vote_fraud/ 

 

Information about the investigation efforts can be found at the above websites. 

Nick D. | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:04 pm | #  

 

Diebold not only makes voting machines, it makes ATM and other money exchange 

machines. So not only can they take your vote away, they can find out exactly how much 

money you have in your bank accounts along with whatever transactions you make to those 

accounts. 

I would not be surprised if there isn't some sort of Superman III/Office Space scandal going 

on. 

 

MYOB' 

. 

MYOB | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:04 pm | #  

 

Bush is going to appoint Ashcroft over xmas break. 

yep | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:05 pm | #  
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OT: 

 

Is Daschle a lawyer? 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:05 pm | #  

 

Vote Fraud is what voters do. If this were true, this wouldn't be vote fraud. 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:05 pm | #  

 

I read the revision explanation to the data, too. It is very mystifying, but who knows what they 

do. In any case, it's important to keep digging like this to make sure that everything is fair. 

Also, a similar effort should be made even in the states that are not swing states. 

Inflated number in those might not attract attention. 

 

And yes, I had my tinfoil helmet on while swinging the sword of justice. 

Echidne of the snakes | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:06 pm | #  

 

Cuyahoga county vote fraud would favor Kerry. 

 

And Bush too, right, if the numbers help him win the state? 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:06 pm | #  

 

Bush hates Ashcroft. He won't appoint him to the SCOTUS. He's got plenty of worse people 

he can appoint when Rhenquist steps down or Stevens dies. Crisco Johnny will find a nice DC 

law firm where he can hold prayer vigils with associates. 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:07 pm | #  

 

I'm not a math person, but I've heard that Benford's rule is good for spotting certain kinds of 

made-up numbers. Would it be helpful here? Anyone with the relevant technical info who can 

figure it out?  

 

http://mathworld.wolfram.com/BenfordsLaw.html 

theorajones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:07 pm | #  

 

What do you mean they changed the numbers? The problem persists: 

 

REGISTERED VOTERS - BAY VILLAGE 13710 

REGISTERED VOTERS - BYVL WD1 3602 

REGISTERED VOTERS - BYVL WD2 3381 

REGISTERED VOTERS - BYVL WD3 3122 

REGISTERED VOTERS - BYVL WD4 3605 

 

BALLOTS CAST BAY VILLAGE 18663 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD1 2233 
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BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD2 2164 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD3 2030 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD4 2288 

gjking | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:07 pm | #  

 

Cuyahoga county vote fraud would favor Kerry. 

 

What better way to hide the votes Bush needs to win Ohio. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:08 pm | #  

 

Don't evening resignations usually mean pending indictments? Think Watergate. 

NYMary | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:08 pm | #  

 

Diebold not only makes voting machines, it makes ATM and other money exchange machines. 

 

Funny how they can provide receipts for their ATMs, but not for their voting machines. Why 

is that??? 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:08 pm | #  

 

One possible explanantion, each of the areas with equivalent numbers are contingent with 

each other (e.g. Berea and Olmsted Falls). Perhaps the equivalent numbers are the total for 

the contingent areas. 

 

An alternative explanation is that the votes were computed only for the entirety of the 

contiguous area, but then divided up amongst the component regions equally. (Probably, 

though, this doesn't work, because there would be remainders requiring an extra vote in some 

of the components.) 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:08 pm | #  

 

Jiggy, the guy took a few days off, get over it. Also, get over, ready? Yourself. 

 

We're all a bit pissed off of late, but level heads prevail. I agree with keeping one's powder 

dry. The Ohio election will be announced November 13th, 11 days after Nov. 2, 3 days from 

now.  

 

Nothin is over, so simmer down and move along. 

mdhatter | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:08 pm | #  

 

As a blogger who has been repeatedly insulted for not constantly posting about FRAUD, I for 

one would like to tell Jiggy wid it where he can go get Jiggy wid it for insulting Atrios like 

that. 

Chris Bowers | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:09 pm | #  
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OT: 

 

"The objective of securing the safety of Americans from crime and terror has been achieved," 

Ashcroft wrote in a five-page, handwritten letter to Bush.  

 

Does this make any sense? 

anotheremily | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:09 pm | #  

 

gjking 

 

if i read that correctly, does that show that the 4 bay village precincts actual votes cast add up 

to approximately 8,600 but the total being shown is 18,600? 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:10 pm | #  

 

""The objective of securing the safety of Americans from crime and terror has been 

achieved,"" 

 

 

Seriously at odds w/ campaign talking points. 

 

War on terror is over! 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:11 pm | #  

 

Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it. 

 

But by all means, throw all of the Cuyahoga results out the window - that will increase Bush's 

victory margin in Ohio by an additional 217,638 votes. 

Mooner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 5:58 pm | #  

 

Cuyahoga county vote fraud would favor Kerry. 

 

And God Bless John Ashcroft! 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:02 pm | #  

 

Dumb asses. 

 

Voter fraud in Cuyahoga county would favor whoever controls the machines counting the 

votes. As I recall, the Kerry camp was expecting a much larger margin of victory than actually 

came up.  

 

I have the page saved, and I'm not seeing a new page, FWIW. At least, the numbers for 

Bedford have not changed (and those were what I was looking at). 

 

Rick 

Rick | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:11 pm | #  
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If you were going to pad your vote - wouldn't you do it in Democratic areas where it might not 

be noticed? Bush only won the state by 150,000 or so? A little bit here, a little bit there - it 

adds up. 

 

I still think Kerry gave in way to quickly and for a good reason! He was privy to information 

of some sort that made it prudent for him to stay in the background when all this stuff started 

to trickle down. 

myrna minkoff | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:11 pm | #  

 

Hallelujah! The NYTimes is reporting that Ashcroft has resigned!!! Oh, fuck, please let it be 

anyone but Giuliani. 

jTuba 

 

Sorry, jTuba. This is Rudy's payoff for whoring it up around election time. He's gonna wipe 

off his chin and take his cabinet position. 

NYMary | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:11 pm | #  

 

Whew! Now I can FINALLY get back to the business of being a hardcore alky! 

 

Let my resignation SOAR...! 

John Ashcroft | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:12 pm | #  

 

"..and shutting down your website IS bullshit." 

 

Not if you need a vacation, which I am sure he did after this dirty, sleezy, slimy election. 

wolf-man | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:12 pm | #  

 

bubba is right on those other cleveland/cuyahoga county communities, independence, valley 

view, seven hills, what are those showing up as??? 

 

this is really fucking weird. 

steveeboy | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:12 pm | #  

 

What better way to hide the votes Bush needs to win Ohio. 

 

So, Bush's lead is all from phony votes in Cuyahoga county.. 

 

interesting how Atrios doesn't post the vote totals from each of these places. They'd favor 

Kerry 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:13 pm | #  

 

I'm not a math person, but I've heard that Benford's rule is good for spotting certain kinds of 

made-up numbers. Would it be helpful here? Anyone with the relevant technical info who can 
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figure it out? 

 

Trust me, the mathematics of these numbers doesn't require anything sophisticated to 

demonstrate it can't be coincidence.  

 

But I've got to say that the probability that there's only a sinister explanation for this particular 

anomaly strikes me as being exceedingly low too. 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:13 pm | #  

 

Not only that Bubba, but there are only 13000 some odd registered voters in Bay Village 

Boronx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:13 pm | #  

 

Isn't Rudy too liberal? What about Ken Starr? 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:13 pm | #  

 

"The objective of securing the safety of Americans from crime and terror has been achieved," 

Ashcroft wrote in a five-page, handwritten letter to Bush. 

 

That's the way they talk about the election over there. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:14 pm | #  

 

"Isn't Rudy too liberal" 

 

 

Rudy ain't liberal when it comes to crackin' heads. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:14 pm | #  

 

I sent $200 to Bev Harris last week.  

 

Look, I don't care how it turns out, really, I just want to have fair elections in this country. We 

are supposed to be the model for fair elections. I want to know if our process is working or if 

it isn't. I believe it is not. I want to see this proof if it exists. 

 

I don't expect to install John Kerry in the WH, necessarily. I want to know the truth. 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:14 pm | #  

 

 

 

Cuyahoga County, 2000 Election - 

Gore/Lieberman: 62.62% 

Bush/Cheney: 33.42% 

 

Cuyahoga County, 2004 Election - 

Kerry/Edwards: 66.41% 
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Bush/Cheney: 33.05% 

Mooner | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:15 pm | #  

 

that is damn good even by Australian standards. 

Dear Boronx-don't forget Poland! 

bebe rebozo | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:15 pm | #  

 

Boronx 

 

yeah. and no number of provisionals/absentees would make up that difference, no in that 

community. 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:15 pm | #  

 

Oh, fuck, please let it be anyone but Giuliani. 

 

Pro-choice, gay-loving Giuliani? Not on your life. 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:16 pm | #  

 

frankly0 

I _am_ a mathematician. I can assure that the probability of seeing so many allegedly random 

numbers cropping up to be identical is essentially zero.  

 

This is evidence that something is wrong. 

Rick | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:17 pm | #  

 

Omigod, first trolls and now Bayesians. They'll be treating all the inferential statisticians for p 

level envy. 

Spinoza | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:17 pm | #  

 

Hecate - I wasn't aware that Bush hates Ashcroft. Can you expand that comment for me, fill 

me in? why are they at odds? 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:18 pm | #  

 

Mooner 

 

from my conversations with friends and family in Cuyahoga COunty pre-election, I would 

have guessed the 2004 Bush totals to be at least a few full percentage points below what they 

were for 2000 

Bubba | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:19 pm | #  

 

What am I missing here? I go to the site and I still see the same suspect numbers there...hit 

'refresh' and everything. For example: 

BALLOTS CAST BAY VILLAGE 18663  
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BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD1 2233  

 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD2 2164  

 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD3 2030  

 

BALLOTS CAST BYVL WD4 2288  

 

And the difference is the magical 9948. 

 

Is this not what other people are seeing now? 

Tom Hilton | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:19 pm | #  

 

Rudy ain't liberal when it comes to crackin' heads. 

 

Rudy is a Nazi thug who, properly, will eventually be thrown to the mercies of his victims. 

Gary Frazier | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:19 pm | #  

 

Found this in the page source: 

 

Test Data. This web page does not show valid election results 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:20 pm | #  

 

When you rely on the IT staff of a municipal, county or state government for reporting 

accurate data you should never rule out the possibility that INCOMPETENCE is afoot -- not 

necessarily fraud. 

 

I can't explain all these messed up numbers, but based on my personal experience it isn't that 

shocking. Keep crunching those numbers folks! 

Dory O | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:20 pm | #  

 

They've done it before it is their mark, just enough to let us know there is no point in fighting. 

And there may be none. 

 

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/press/pressitem.asp?ref=160 

carla | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:21 pm | #  

 

Is this not what other people are seeing now? 

 

I don't know, but if I were you, I'd do a screen shot and save it. You might be looking at your 

cache. 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:21 pm | #  
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Voter fraud is a moral value! 

 

Now go and find some group to hate, perhaps men with kinky middle eastern food fetishes??? 

Sanity is good | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:21 pm | #  

 

interesting how Atrios doesn't post the vote totals from each of these places. They'd favor 

Kerry 

 

Does it matter who wins the county? 

 

If not, then added numbers still help the candidate toward winning the state's electoral votes. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:22 pm | #  

 

the vote counting continues in New Mexico, and even here in Santa Fe county we have at 

least another 1K provisional and in-lieu of (absentee) ballots, and Bernalillo county had about 

11K last night. Smaller counties still had hundreds of ballots yet to count. 

 

There's issues about counting some ballots that are requiring judges' clarification. The SoS is 

going to court about privacy issues with provisional ballots. Last time the I checked the SoS 

site, Bush was ahead by about 8K 

 

I spoke to a friend who lives out Grants way, and who for the first tome in decades did some 

political activism. She helped a dozen people get registered, and on election day, drove a 

couple of people to the polls.  

 

Which were a nightmare. One polling place she went to at 7am did not open until 7:20. One of 

the 2 machines broke down within 10 minutes of the late opening. Registrations were missing, 

election officals hostile, lines long and slow. 

 

This shit has got to change people. Maybe we all should add a membership in a votings rights 

and elections group among the things we need to support and promote. 

 

Plus we need, state by state, to make whoever is in charge of running the state elections is 

either a non-partisan office, or is prohibited by state law to be part of federal campaigns while 

in officel. 

 

I may have to finally register at dKos and write a dairy about this. 

 

Because I trying, really trying, to remain civlized and reality-based right now. 

NMRed | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:22 pm | #  

 

"Rudy is a Nazi thug who, properly, will eventually be thrown to the mercies of his victims." 

 

 

Just ask Amadou Diallo. 

 

Oh wait. We can't. 
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Gotta love the "Mayor of America"! 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:22 pm | #  

 

interesting how Atrios doesn't post the vote totals from each of these places. 

 

Umm... 

 

He posted a link to the website that shows the totals for the county, listing how many votes 

each candidate got. 

 

The webpage currently doesn't show data for individual precincts in Cuyahoga county, so if it 

isn't there, I'm not sure where Atrios (or anyone) would get such information at this point. 

Seraphiel | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:22 pm | #  

 

Bubba: That's correct. The actual vote total there should be 8715, but it's reported as 18663, a 

difference of 9948, which is the same exact discrepancy as in Fairview, Westlake, and some 

others. 

gjking | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:23 pm | #  

 

Tena, 

 

Pretty common watercooler talk in DC. Ashcroft was a give to the fundies but he's not a Bush 

family insider like most of the others. Believe it or not, he's too pious even for Bush. No love 

lost at all between them. Bush gave him the job of AG when he lost to a dead man but 

everyone in DC has been saying for a few months that he'd go after the election regardless of 

who won. Some law firm will hire him. 

Hecate | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:23 pm | #  

 

There's a new thread up on Ashcroft's resignation, but you may have to go through archives 

cuz blogger's all fucked up again... 

TJ | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:23 pm | #  

 

Test Data. This web page does not show valid election results. 

 

That was probably the case when the page was written. I doubt that holds now. 

dave | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:23 pm | #  

 

My attempt at sorting out the election fraud issue: I'm interested as to where people place 

themselves on the following axes: Letters represent arguably separable issues, numbers 

represent possible values for each issue. I hope people find this interesting. Apologies if you 

feel these issues have already been hashed out well enough. 

 

 

A. Would Right-wingers be willing to commit voter fraud if given the opportunity? 
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1. yes (what is your evidence?) 

2. no (what is your evidence?) 

3. undecided 

 

B. Was there opportunity to commit voter fraud on a scale sufficient to change the outcome? 

1. yes (what is your evidence?) 

2. no (what is your evidence?) 

3. don't know (if so, is it because it isn't possible to know?, or is it because we haven't 

investigated enough?) 

 

C. Was voter fraud committed on a sufficient scale during this election? 

1. yes very sure(what is your evidence?) 

2. yes somewhat sure (what is your evidence?) 

3. don't know (lack convincing evidence?) 

4. no somewhat sure (what is your evidence?) 

5. no very sure (what is your evidence?) 

 

D. Should we investigate more? 

1. No, because I am sure that it didn't happen (see C) 

2. No, because it may be politically costly in other ways  

2a (if it turns out no, I feel that the left will lose credibility) 

2b (we only have limited resources, we should spend them elsewhere) 

2c (other) 

3. No, because I don't really want to know the answer (if it is true, it might be very traumatic 

for the country, or me personally 

4. Unsure (what are your reasons?) 

5. Yes (because it is important to democracy in this country) 

6. Yes (because I'm certain the evidence will be found) 

7. Yes (because I just want to know) 

8. No, because it is not possible to know what actually happened 

9. Other 

 

E. What course do you think we should pursue? 

1. Continue to investigate 

2. Raise the issue in the media 

3. Spend real effort to ensure that we can be more certain that it cannot happen in the future. 

4. Focus on other issues, such as how the election got to be so close in the first place  

5. Investigate as well as addressing other issues. 

t bell | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:24 pm | #  

 

From the thread I started over at DKos comes the information that these numbers correspond 

with the absentee ballots which were received prior to the elction. For purposes of counting 

how many ballots were cast in total, they just assigned a fairly even number to different 

wards. 

 

Maybe true, maybe not. Who knows. 

drfranklives | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:26 pm | #  
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This is evidence that something is wrong. 

 

Well, really, it's evidence that the numbers are coincidentally identical so often. 

 

There MUST be some other explanation, certainly. Yet my expectation is that it's innocuous, 

and based on the also demonstrably non-coincidental fact that the townships that got assigned 

identical numbers are contiguous. 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:26 pm | #  

 

Do I get to see Athena's breasts again now that Ashcroft has slithered out of the Justice 

Department? Inquiring minds want to know. 

bebe rebozo | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:27 pm | #  

 

Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it. 

 

Say were about 600,000 votes (more or less). Using the 66/33 split, that's 396,000 Kerry, 

198,000 Bush (assuming 1% of the 600,000 went to others). 

 

What if the actual vote was, say 72/27? That's then 432,000 Kerry, 162,000 Bush. In the 

statewide race, Kerry gains 36,000, Bush loses 36,000.  

 

All of a sudden that 140,000 vote difference is down to 68,000. 

 

In one county. 

 

Now, I'm not saying cheating happened (or anything for that matter), but if I wanted to change 

statewide totals I'd do it in locations that weren't going to be that close for either candidate. If 

Bush wins a county he was expected to win, who'd notice if the margin was a little bigger? If 

Kerry won a county he was expected to win, who'd notice if the margin was a tad smaller? 

 

Again, I'm not saying anything like that happened. But it theoretically could. 

Keith | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:29 pm | #  

 

What was the point in Kerry/Edwards conceding so soon? Their whole mantra throughout the 

campaign was that they were going to make sure "every vote is counted and every vote 

counts". 

It wouldn't have hurt to actually wait until EVERY vote was counted. They wimped out - and 

validated what the Repugs had been saying about them for months.  

The electoral college doesn't even vote for several more weeks. They could have waited and 

let it play out legitimately. 

Scott | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:29 pm | #  

 

Oops, meant to write above: 

 

This is evidence that something is wrong. 
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Well, really, it's evidence only that the numbers being identical so often is NOT based on 

coincidence, but on something else. 

frankly0 | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:29 pm | #  

 

"A. Would Right-wingers be willing to commit voter fraud if given the opportunity? 

 

 

1. yes (what is your evidence?) 

 

 

Uh, that would be my fuh-reakin' brain. Fool me once, shame on ... (you know the rest). 

 

 

 

B., C.: 

 

Dunno. 

 

 

D. Should we investigate more? 

 

5. Yes (because it is important to democracy in this country) 

 

 

 

 

E. What course do you think we should pursue? 

1,2, and 3. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:30 pm | #  

 

Again - was this one stolen? It sure stinks to high heaven - but will we be able to find out? 

Who knows. I do know that Minnesota did not have very many problems (machines dying or 

lost registrations, etc.) We had some people challenged in the minority areas - but there was a 

great turnout of moveon people and others to help. In my burb - basically all white, well-to-

do, protestants - we voted - no problems and went for Kerry. Would it have been the same if 

we all voted like Minnesota (optical scan for the most part) I don't doubt it at all. 

myrna minkoff | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:31 pm | #  

 

alright. 

i admit i had abandoned the whole BBV angle on the election, and resigned myself to the idea 

that we lost and that are a minority. 

 

but this post amazes me. 

something smells in ohio. 

 

please can't we have just one A14 headline in a national paper that reads: 
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"Peculiar Numerical Patterns Emerging In Ohio Vote Count" 

xegar | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:31 pm | #  

 

Isn't 208,406 a lot of absentee ballots? 

goethean | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:32 pm | #  

 

I am not sure what is going on here, but i do know one thing... Diebold is not to blame for 

these numbers as Cuyahoga County uses the punch card method. 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:33 pm | #  

 

I've got a perfectly good, reasonable explanation: massive fraud. 

Jeffrey Davis | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:33 pm | #  

 

Gosh, y'all know that concessions are NOT LEGALLY BINDING IN ANY WAY, right? 

 

Should the media, God love 'em, stumble over the Rosetta stone of vote tampering, Kerry 

could be put in the White House. There is, of course, no chance of this. But stop bashing 

Kerry for making a media statement that's just as phony as ANY OTHER media statement... 

TK | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:34 pm | #  

 

I agree with Keith, 

 

When I was a bartender I supervised a bunch of others. The stupid ones would just take 

money from the drawer and they were always caught. One smart rang up a few dollars less on 

every over-$20 check. Then, at the end of the night, he remembered the amount and took it as 

accumulated "tips." It took us weeks to figure it out. If I were tampering with an election, I 

would add votes to my candidate in districts he or she was sure to lose. 

immanentize | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:34 pm | #  

 

Jeffrey, the right-wingers have clearly asserted that any claim whatsoever that accuses their 

side of wrong-doing is by definition not reasonable. Downright tinfoil-y, in fact. 

 

If I remember correctly, I believe we are supposed to "get over it", or sumthin. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:36 pm | #  

 

Could it be the numbers changed recently becasue they weren't real? Is there ANYONE 

keeping track of counts in Ohio? 

Ken | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:36 pm | #  

 

THE EXPLANATION FOR THE EFFED UP NUMBERS IS RIGHT AT THE TOP OF THE 

OHIO ELECTIONS PAGE: 

 

"In even-numbered years, the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections tallies absentee ballots by 
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Congressional, House, and Senate district combinations. Because of this, the ballots cast totals 

for municipalities on this web page and on the summary report needs to be derived by using 

the following technique: For municipalities with wards, find the ballots cast total for each 

ward and total them. For municipalities without wards, please refer to the contest of interest 

on the canvass report. Absentee ballots cast totals appear separately at the end of each contest 

on the canvass report. If you have any questions, please contact the Board of Electionôs Ballot 

Department Manager at (216) 443-6454." 

 

They don't do a very good job of explaining WHY they report such screwed up numbers. Just 

make some vague excuse about how WE should do the adding for them...but it would explain 

why the SAME exact number of absentee ballots was added to contiguous municipalities. 

Ignore the totals. They are wrong and Ohio knows it. Not a big deal. 

Dory O | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:36 pm | #  

 

Re: the numbers are due to absentee ballots being assigned to the various municipalities in 

relatively equal numbers. 

 

Okay, that would explain it. Of course that would be a ludicrously inefficient way to do 

things---why not just have an "absentee" category, or why not assign them all to one precinct? 

That's not to say an election board wouldn't choose a ludicrously inefficient way to do things.  

 

Of course, now the auditing would be to calculate whether or not the number of absentee 

ballots matches. Obfuscation shouldn't be the norm. 

Pass the Foil | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:37 pm | #  

 

y'all know that concessions are NOT LEGALLY BINDING IN ANY WAY, right? 

 

Yes they are.. 

 

Kerry, by conceeding, declared that he no longer wanted the job, and you can't elect a man 

President who doesn't want to be President 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:37 pm | #  

 

Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it. 

 

Why rob banks?  

 

It's where the money is. 

 

You fiddle big counties so you don't have to fiddle a lot of small ones. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:37 pm | #  

 

Hey Trevor, no, they're not. Dumbass. Go back to troll school son. 

TK | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:38 pm | #  
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Mooner: 

"Reality check, people: Cuyahoga County went to Kerry by a margin of 2-1, 66% vs. 33% for 

Bush. If Repubs were cheating in Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it." 

 

That's where you'd want to do it, numnut. Same thing in FL, where Kerry's numbers look 

flopped in some cases. Don't see that happening here in IL. 

JohnnyMo | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:38 pm | #  

 

Trevor Webb, 

 

you funny man! 

 

the Electoral College could select Bugs Bunny if it wanted to! 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:39 pm | #  

 

"it really surprises me that after all the discussion here about the SCLM, rigged polls, and 

faith vs reality, people would be so quick to accept the vote totals. it also surprises me that 

people would find it hard to believe that the same folks who orchestrated a war on false 

pretenses would have a problem with a few tried and true dirty election tricks. with the money 

they have, i'd be surprised if they didn't- they could afford it and it usually works well, and 

very well in this pro-bush climate. 

 

it's not foil, it's reality: all the bush administration has done in four years is lie, cheat and steal 

from others. why would voting be any difference?" 

 

thanks, chicago dyke, for so eloquently expressing my opinion for me ... 

 

& thank you, atrios... no, there's no 'proof', but hell if there isn't a shitload of extremely 

disturbing 'evidence'... 

 

& a word to the dnc & anyone else strategizing for the next go-round - you ignore this issue & 

it's implications, & you could run jesus h. christ himself in 2008 & you'll still get your butts 

kicked... 

semiconscious | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:40 pm | #  

 

The only thing binding in the election is who wins the Electoral College. Which means that if 

all of Bush's electors defected, Kerry would win, no matter what the vote was. Or vice-versa.  

 

In 1960, although Nixon conceeded, he still kept looking for fraud afterward, and he COULD 

have won if he'd found it. He didn't find enough to sway his case, and he eventually gave up 

and waited for the Goldwater impolosion. 

TK | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:40 pm | #  

 

Kerry, by conceeding, declared that he no longer wanted the job, and you can't elect a man 

President who doesn't want to be President 
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In the words of Ann Richards - Oh for pity's sake! 

 

Or, more clearly - Bzzt - wrong, try again! 

myrna minkoff | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:41 pm | #  

 

If Kerry were to steal the election, his term would be hell on earth. 

 

Hillary ordered Kerry to concede anyways 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:41 pm | #  

 

Hmm...Ballots cast by ward = ballots actually cast on election day at polls?  

 

We also have absentees and provisionals, which we categorize by zip code and not ward or 

area of town, and therefore we spread those ballots over areas of town by dividing by the 

number of areas of town in each zip code, coming out to equal numbers of ballots cast over 

the ward total for each area of town in the zip code? 

 

Just theorizing, anyone got a way to check? 

Ugh | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:42 pm | #  

 

Trevor is - at least - kind of entertaining! 

myrna minkoff | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:44 pm | #  

 

Speaking of Nixon, I about wanted to barf last week listening to Russert, Brokaw, et al talking 

about how Nixon in 1960 declined to ask for a recount because he didn't think it would "be 

good for the country". 

 

These fucks actually believe this! This is our SCLM. 

 

I haven't investigated, but I would be willing to bet my house, my car, my girlfriend, BOTH of 

my testicles, and anything else you want to throw in there that if Nixon did indeed decline to 

press for a recount, it had ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do with the "good of the country", 

and everything to do with the good of R. Nixon. 

 

Do these idiots think Nixon every did ANYTHING for the good of the country? 

 

Nixon didn't ask for a recount because either he didn't think it would change anything or he 

decided it wouldn't be in his interest. Period. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:44 pm | #  

 

They haven't finished counting the votes in Texas, either. They haven't finished down in the 

Valley, which is traditionally a Democratic area. 

 

How can the election be over when the votes haven't all been counted? I don't care about 

electoral college votes for this - put those to one side.  
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Americans make the effort to vote - by god, the votes should be counted, every last one of 

them. 

Tena | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:45 pm | #  

 

NBC nightly news fails to mention not one terrorist conviction from Ashcroft. 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:46 pm | #  

 

Every legal vote should be counted. 

 

But Kerry has given up the election. 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:47 pm | #  

 

Amen Tena! The only true duty we have as Americans is to vote. When we take the trouble to 

do that - it ought to, by God, count! 

myrna minkoff | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:47 pm | #  

 

it had ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do with the "good of the country", and everything to do 

with the good of R. Nixon. 

 

Jasin, from what I know (and it's sketchy at best) Nixon's people pounded the pavement 

looking for fraud and didn't find any anywhere but Illinois, and my guess is that either Nixon 

thought messing with the mob wouldn't be a good idea, or that he knew he'd be unable to pin 

anything on Kennedy. 

 

Plus, in 1968, Nixon had the "Well I conceded gracefully in '60" on his side when facing an 

election that turned out to be even closer. 

TK | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:47 pm | #  

 

I think Dory O nails it. The reason the differences are identical is (I think) because they added 

the same number of absentee ballots to each municipality within some grouping 

(congressional district? county?). 

For ex., take the 5 municipalities with the 9948 diffs. Is it farfetched to suppose that: 

a) the district received 49,740 absentee ballots; 

b) there are 5 municipalities in the district 

c) 49,740 / 5 = 9948 

d) add 9948 to each municipality 

 

Granted, I don't know why they'd do that, but it's hardly proof of rigging. Remember Hanlon's 

Razor: "Never attribute to malice that which can be adequately explained by stupidity." 

CrispyShot | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:48 pm | #  

 

I take my theory back, Dory O's right, the explanation is at the top of the web page: 

 

"In even-numbered years, the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections tallies absentee ballots by 
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Congressional, House, and Senate district combinations. Because of this, the ballots cast totals 

for municipalities on this web page and on the summary report needs to be derived by using 

the following technique: For municipalities with wards, find the ballots cast total for each 

ward and total them. For municipalities without wards, please refer to the contest of interest 

on the canvass report. Absentee ballots cast totals appear separately at the end of each contest 

on the canvass report. If you have any questions, please contact the Board of Electionôs Ballot 

Department Manager at (216) 443-6454." 

Ugh | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:49 pm | #  

 

Hey Trevor: "If Kerry were to steal the election, his term would be hell on earth." 

 

And... if Bush steals it that's okay? 

 

The election is not over until every vote is counted. If there's fraud, there'll be hell to pay, 

especially after 2000. 

TK | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:49 pm | #  

 

We can fund national efforts, but I think that we can only change states right now. Correct me 

if I'm wrong. There will be an investigation here in NC, where 4500 votes were lost in one 

county. Republicans don't like losing votes either apparently, and losing faith in the voting 

process is not good for corporate America, as they will soon find out. 

 

I'm glad for anyone to get on this bandwagon; there's no deadline. 

hadenuf | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:50 pm | #  

 

the Electoral College could select Bugs Bunny if it wanted to! 

smarty jones  

 

assuming Bugs was born in the US and is 37. 

smarty jones | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:50 pm | #  

 

All the more reason to begin implementing Operation Infiltrate. 

hork | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:52 pm | #  

 

Oh, bugs is an American through and through. 

 

Dont' you only have to be 35? 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:52 pm | #  

 

Jennings come on after commercial with a report on voter fraud. Dont' expect much. He's 

already taken on a sarcastic tone. 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:53 pm | #  
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So...what you're saying is that, in Bay Village, which has 13,710 registered voters, the reason 

there were 18,663 ballots cast was because there were 9,948 absentee ballots? 

 

Excuse me while I arch my eyebrow. 

 

Did Strongsville have 0 absentee ballots? 

Rick | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:53 pm | #  

 

I remember when I was in college---quite a while ago---hearing about a guy who worked at a 

bank, where he set up a program to take one penny out of random bank customers' accounts 

each month, figuring, correctly, that people would just write it off. The bank itself finally 

caught him, because banks don't let pennies go, but not before the guy had amassed quite a 

pile of money. I wish I could remember how much, but as I said it was a while ago. 

 

If you're going to allow partisan vote counters, with "proprietary software", who aren't subject 

to audit, seems like such a fix would be a cinch. Are we really just relying on the belief that 

fraud can't happen here? 

 

I voted on a machine and got no paper receipt. Now even if I did get a receipt, there wouldn't 

be a way for me to verify that my vote was counted, or in the event that it was counted, that it 

went to the party I voted for. 

 

In short, it's a totally fucked up system. We really should be able to do a lot better, and the fact 

that we don't is suspicious in and of itself. 

Pass the Foil | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:54 pm | #  

 

The vote total for the county is nearly the total by wards and not the total by municipality. 

Boronx | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:55 pm | #  

 

if Bush steals it that's okay? 

 

Bush won both elections fairly and decisively 

 

The election is not over until every vote is counted. If there's fraud, there'll be hell to pay, 

especially after 2000. 

 

All this fraud talk is BS. 

 

"Fraud! Counties with Democrats went for Bush!" 

 

Using that logic, Oklahoma should have been won by Kerry. 

 

It's insane!!!!!!!!!! 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:55 pm | #  
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Smarty: Bugs Bunny only has to be 35. And he's well over 60, so there's no problem there. 

Rick | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:55 pm | #  

 

We was robbed. By a ruthless gang. 

David | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:56 pm | #  

 

http://www.conceptualguerilla.com/ 

 

Better than the fatuous Atrios - less chit chat, more substance. 

 

-------------------------- 

 

And right on, Tena! That's the whole point, baby! Real democracy, under the microscope. 

 

I hate you circle jerks that think it's okay to steal votes because it's a whacky olde timey 

american tradition: "Don't get upset, it's been going on for years."  

 

Fuck that noise. We must achieve something better than what has gone before. 

 

-------------------------- 

 

Kudos to Keith Keith Olbermann! 

Anonymous | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:56 pm | #  

 

"Isn't 208,406 a lot of absentee ballots?" 

 

Isn't 208,406 a lot of absentee ballots in one average sized Ohio county? 

(http://quickfacts.census.gov) 

 

Cuyahoga County Ohio 

Population definition and source info Population, 2003 estimate 1,363,888 11,435,798 

Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1 definition and source info Population, 

percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2003 

-2.1% 0.7% 

Population definition and source info Population, 2000 

1,393,978 11,353,140 

Population, percent change definition and source info Population, percent change, 1990 to 

2000 

-1.3% 4.7% 

 

Persons under 5 years old, percent definition and source info Persons under 5 years old, 

percent, 2000 

6.5% 6.6% 

Persons under 18 years old, percent definition and source info Persons under 18 years old, 

percent, 2000  

25.0% 25.4% 

Persons 65 years old and over, percent definition and source info Persons 65 years old and 
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over, percent, 2000 

15.6% 13.3% 

GWPDA | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:56 pm | #  

 

Bush won both elections fairly and decisively 

 

In order for this assertion to be convincing, you're going to have to produce some paperwork 

to back it up. 

 

Specifically, a hand recount of all the ballots in Florida and Ohio. 

Seraphiel | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:57 pm | #  

 

I am going to knock that fucking smirk of Peter Jennings' face, and then I am going to fucking 

kill him. 

 

That piece of shit. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:58 pm | #  

 

BUSH WON BOTH STATES BY A HUGE MARGIN! YOU STUPID MORON! 

 

There's no need for a Recount 

Trevor Webb | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:58 pm | #  

 

and Jennings thought THAT woud reduce the email traffic? 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 6:58 pm | #  

 

ABC News's "World News Tonight" just ran a story purporting to debunk the whole thing, 

and they briefly showed some Cuyahoga County web page issuing an explanation, but I can't 

find it. 

gjking | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:00 pm | #  

 

So...what you're saying is that, in Bay Village, which has 13,710 registered voters, the reason 

there were 18,663 ballots cast was because there were 9,948 absentee ballots? 

 

Excuse me while I arch my eyebrow. 

 

Put that way, I agree, the absentee number looks mighty big, compared to RVs. I guess we 

can't rule evil out. 

 

But we don't know how the absentee ballots were divided statewide, either, nor if the number 

of absentee ballots is reasonable. 

 

I'm just saying, we ain't helping ourselves by jumping to conclusions. 
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Keep that eyebrow primed. 

CrispyShot | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:00 pm | #  

 

BUSH WON BOTH STATES BY A HUGE MARGIN! YOU STUPID MORON! 

 

There's no need for a Recount 

 

Where's the proof? 

numbby | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:01 pm | #  

 

Can you believe these WACKY conspiracy-theorist liberals? They don't TRUST the right 

wing to keep everything on the up and up? What's wrong with them? 

 

--P. Jennings 

 

 

 

 

Jennings now goes on the list of people I am going to kill if I am ever diagnosed with terminal 

cancer. 

 

. 

jasin | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:01 pm | #  

 

Trevor sez: 

 

Hillary ordered Kerry to concede anyways 

 

Or what? Kerry end up dead in Ft. Marcy Park? 

 

 

. 

spork_incident | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:02 pm | #  

 

NMRed: As much as I am suspicious of Karl Rove and whatever tricks he employed in this 

election, I think you can't really count the problems in NM as part of it. 

 

NM is a third-world country in the US. And our election procedures reflect that. I have lived 

here all my life and cannot remember any election in which there was not some kind of 

bumbling idiocy going on in at least half of the counties. 

 

That being said, if I were looking into funny business with the election here, I would surely 

look in the southern part of the state. 

mothra | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:03 pm | #  
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Listen, 

 

The FOIA will be done. 

 

The 5% of the country that's hip to this crap ain't gonna forget a complete count till the day 

they die. 

 

The other 95% could give a flying hoot. 

 

The media never asked Bush about his arrest record. They're not going to touch this without 

critical mass -- legal action, admission, technical proof.  

 

Probably one direct shot at the motherlode. By third time around, will need PROOOOOF. 

 

But blogs like this are the exact forum to air possible data now . What's to lose from requests 

for data?  

 

And remember, the fight's worth it even for the next time around --just to get auditable 

balloting.  

 

Hopefully, will be much more than that. But the PROOOF will be in the logs or from an 

inside source in conjunction with suspicious data. The readers on this board know the election 

was dishonest in numerous ways, which has nothing to do with counting of ballots. But a lot 

to do with the integrity of those who'd profit 

 

Maybe Soros has some extra $$, especially cause it must be a good time to be riding 

currencies. Time for a reward. 

Bob&Ray | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:03 pm | #  

 

Mooner 

 

66% in Cuyahoga Cty sounds very low to me if it is supposedly such a strong Dem area. I live 

in Madison WI and the heavy Dem wards and municipalities in Dane County went 83-93% 

Kerry! You know they shave off 15-20% here and there and guess what..... you got victory. If 

they did do this they would do it smart so people would say "If Repubs were cheating in 

Cuyahoga, they sure did a crappy job of it." 

Scout | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:04 pm | #  

 

Re: Benford's law ... 

 

I was hoping this thread would become a UCI thing (Go Anteaters! ) but I noticed from the 

link that Benford seems to be some "F. Benford" not Greg Benford. 

DAS | Email | Homepage | 11.09.04 - 7:04 pm | #  

 

Or what? Kerry end up dead in Ft. Marcy Park? 
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